1st Wilsden Rainbows ‘Take Action’ on litter
Last September the Rainbows (the most junior level of Girl Guides, age
range 4-7 years old) carried out a survey
as part of their ‘Take Action’ theme, and
were very sad to realise that although
there are five bins between their meeting
place at St Matthews Church and the picnic tables in the park, they found so much
litter on their walk that they ran out of
space to record it on their tally sheets. The
leaders picked it all up (with litter-pickers)
and talked with the Rainbows about how
long some rubbish would take to disappear, like the baby wipes they found, 200400 years, cigarette ends 10 years (there
were loads of these) and some plastic
and glass bottles never. The Rainbows
were sad at how many sweet wrappers and bottles were in the park.
The Rainbows were asked what they would like to do about all the
litter and they unanimously agreed that they would like to make some
posters to put up round the village asking everyone to put their rubbish
in the bins provided and help keep Wilsden tidy. They asked the Parish
Council to help them do this and you will have seen the results on display around the village and its footpaths. The Rainbows ideally wanted their posters to be recyclable but we reluctantly had to laminate
them for weatherproofing and make them longer-lasting. To mitigate
this we ask that you make an effort to notice them (both the artwork
and the message), there are eighteen of them, all wonderful and colourful, and showing that Rainbows want everyone to remember that
littering is wrong. Thank you to them for the reminder and thank you to
you for acting upon it.

Issue 36—Autumn 2020

WELCOME TO A SPECIAL AUTUMN 2020 EDITION OF
THE WILSDENER

Nursing in the 1900s’s before the NHS—See Pages 4/5

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council is holding all meetings remotely due to Coronavirus restrictions. All its meetings remain open to the public and all Council meetings
include a 20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they wish. Details of how to join the meetings are on the relevant Agendas which are
available to view on the parish council website under meetings or by contacting the Clerk. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is currently closed
due to Coronavirus restrictions. In the meantime, If you wish to contact the
Parish Council please do so by either emailing the Clerk at
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk or use the form on the Parish Council’s
website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07384 713 156.
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What was actually happening in your village during Lockdown—See pages 6/7
Wilsden Angels!! Interested? Turn to pages 10/11
READ THESE ARTICLES AND MUCH MORE INSIDE YOUR VILLAGE
NEWSLETTER

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, COUNCILLOR PETER KETLEY
Welcome to this special extended edition of the
Wilsdener. As I write this restrictions on our movements have been imposed and it goes without
saying that this edition's message is dominated by
the pandemic that has affected all of us to some
degree or another; elsewhere in this issue you will
read about the excellent work being done by the
Coronavirus Angels and others in supporting
those most vulnerable. You can also read about
the way in which businesses have responded to the pandemic.
Parish Council business is no exception and I will summarise some of the ways
in which Covid-19 has impacted us. In terms of going about our business face
-to-face council meetings have been replaced by remote conferencing
using the Zoom platform. Members of the public can still 'attend' meetings by
using the meeting code and password given on the parish council website.
The annual meeting of the parish council, due to be held in May, was cancelled.
The contact point has been closed; however you can still raise village concerns using the contact information given on the back page.
The parish council is still working on developing its neighbourhood planning
and is currently waiting for Bradford's review of the green belt, but the final
adoption of it will be delayed as no referendums can be held until May 2021.
Discussions with Bradford on the possibility of the parish council taking responsibility for the management of green spaces within the village to improve the
look of the place have been delayed.

It is not, however all doom and gloom. Since the last issue:
The casual vacancy in the Harecroft ward has been filled; we are pleased to
welcome Amanda Belford onto the council. You can read about Amanda
further on.
Section 106 funding was received from Bradford in relation to building development in the village. This was an incredibly hard and lengthy negotiation
and we are delighted that the outcome was a grant of £56K for the refurbishment of the Play Area in the park. As I write this work is nearly complete.
A grant from the West Yorkshire Police and Crime Commissioners' Safer
Communities Fund of £519 as a contribution towards the cost of an additional
street light for the entrance to the park by the bowling green.

Wilsden Playground Refurbishments
It’s taken a while, remember the e-petition last year? Bradford Council
agreed that we could spend the ‘s106 recreation money’, paid to them
by the developer of Sycamore Chase, on
refurbishing the playground and so the
Working Group of two parish councillors
and three mums, assisted by officers from
Bradford council, started the process.
We consulted with you on several occasions and you told us that top of the list
was better provision for the younger children, followed by an improved surface
under the central ‘Proludic’ combination
Photograph courtesy of Cllr. Tony Caunt
(which was being retained along with the
‘witches hat’). You wanted the equipment for older and younger children
to be separate and for it to be all enclosed within the fence. Swings were,
unsurprisingly, the most popular item and you wanted at least two each
for younger and older ages. You preferred metal equipment over timber,
which was also preferred by the CBMDC officers as it has a longer
lifespan. We had a long wish-list and a relatively small budget of £60,000
(which includes nearly £4,000 put in by the Parish Council). We started by
getting quotes from four companies, reducing to two and then the final
one which we felt offered us the most of what we had wanted. It was a
steep learning curve as it’s not just about the equipment, even though
that is what you see and expect. We quickly became immersed in fall
spaces and landing heights, the pros and cons of different surfaces and
their longevity, and how we might get more usable space for the equipment whilst keeping the grassed gradients mow-able, all of which had to
be factored into the budget.
Installation was due to start just as lockdown happened and had to be
delayed, but it began as soon as the rules on open-air working were relaxed. At the time of writing (July) we hope that the re-opening of playgrounds in Bradford will more or less coincide with the signing-off and official opening of the refurbished playground, which will be a lot less frustrating than it would have been if work had been unable to take place during lockdown. We hope that the children of Wilsden enjoy using their new
playground where they can learn from a young age about risk-taking in a
controlled environment under the supervision of parents, giving them confidence in their own abilities.
Throughout the planning process the Working Group mums invested an
immense amount of time and effort, juggling childcare and meetings,
and the Parish Council wishes to give them a well-deserved and hearty
thank you on behalf of the village and its children.
Cllr. Jane Callaghan
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A LITTLE COLOUR IN OUR LIVES
2020 was meant to be the year of The Wilsden In Bloom where a whole
range of individuals and organisations were to come together to produce
a horticultural spectacular in and around the village. This was going to be
a tremendous exercise in community involvement.
Then along came Covid and all
the good intentions and plans
came to a grinding halt or were
put on hold. However, all was not
lost and congratulations must go
to Wilsden in Bloom and its sponsors for the planted up barrels and
to the many individuals who have
"planted up" to make the village
look the best it can.
The Parish Council was committed early on to go ahead with its Summer
planting programme. In total it has provided 47 Hanging Baskets, 7 Barrel
Planters around the Park, 13 Coffin Planters
around the Car Park and 14 Railing and Wall
Baskets, some on new locations The Station at
Harecroft, The Dentists and Albert Pratt Undertakers. Thanks is also due to Carlton Nurseries
who have provided the plants in difficult times
for supply and continue to keep them watered in a safe manner.
Thanks must also be given to Cllr. Lucy Golton
and Neil Booth for restoring and planting up
the long trough by the Suite Centre, Wilsden
Gardening Assoc., Village Green, War Memorial, and the entrance to Wilsden Park. Finally to the stalwarts of The Friends Of Wilsden Park who work
tirelessly to keep the Park Area a pleasure to look at and walk through.
We hope the efforts of all these residents and organisations have contributed in a small part to lifting the spirits in these difficult times and let us hope
for a better 2021.
Cllr. Trevor Dufton
Photographs courtesy of Cllr. Tony Caunt and Cllr. Lucy Golton
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The Parish Council contributed a grant of £1250 to the Village Hall to assist
with the refurbishment.
A grant from the Road Safety Trust for £20K. to address speeding in Harecroft.
Unfortunately work has been put back until 2021 because Bradford Highways
are unable to resource the project because of pressure from Covid-19 work.
I hope that you enjoyed the spring bulbs and are currently enjoying the
planters and hanging baskets that the council have provided. I am sure that
you will agree that this year we need a bit of colour more than ever to cheer
us up. Wilsden in Bloom are also to be congratulated on augmenting the
council's planting. Looking to the future two forthcoming developments from
the parish council will include:
A new look website, with associated apps and a parish council Facebook
page.
A new working group to consider safety and security in the village; its remit is
to be both proactive and reactive in seeking to improve the actual or perceived safety and security of Wilsden & Harecroft.
The parish council is still in business!
Cllr. Peter Ketley

MEET OUR NEW HARECROFT PARISH COUNCILLOR AND
READ HER STORY
Cllr. Amanda Belford
Hi, I am the newest recruit to Wilsden Parish Council,
starting in March 2020 and then Covid 19 hit us all and
since then it has been a crazy world hasn’t it.
I am still getting to terms with my role as Harecroft
Councillor and Parish Council life. My aim is to get
Harecroft involved as much as possible with Wilsden and to work with Harecroft residents on all matters.
I share the passion of Councillor Lucy Golton regarding the youth of the
village and encouraging them to become involved as much as possible and
I am looking forward to working with her on that.
I have lived in Harecroft for the last 18 years with my husband and 2 daughters. I will come clean and declare that I am originally from over the border
in Lancashire but my husband , a true Yorkshire man, has and continues to
try to “educate me to Yorkshire ways” , sometimes successful sometime not!
It is still a Barm Cake!! And yes, you can spend money!
Photograph courtesy of Cllr. Tony Caunt.
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Send for the Nurse
The NHS, which we are all appreciating so much this year, has had its ups
and downs over the past 72 years, but for most of the population of
Wilsden it has always been there.
Where might we have turned for help in the not so very distant past? We
had village doctors, from Dr Bentley in 1841 to Dr Findlater who was here
when the NHS came into being, but the thought of the doctor’s bill was
always a serious consideration and the repertoire of effective treatment
was limited. For many conditions the outcome was dependent on good
nursing care. For the better off this meant a private nurse. Others must rely
on family and neighbours.
An organised system of standards and training for district nurses began
towards the end of the 19th century and Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Institute
for Nurses was chartered in 1889. In 1909 a group of prominent local
people met at Harden Hall to form the Cullingworth, Harden and Wilsden
District Nursing Association to employ a ‘Queen’s Nurse’ to serve the
three villages. The constitution and rules suggested by the Queen’s
Institute are too long to be included here but the most important rule is
that the services of the nurse shall be for cases of the sick and poor
working classes in their own homes. Free nursing is to be given in cases of
necessity but patients, when able, should be encouraged to give a
donation to the Association, however small.
The estimated cost for the first year, to be shared between the three
villages, was £110. This was to be raised from subscribers and donors, a
committee member from each village to be responsible for collecting
subscriptions. Other income came from charitable trusts, Friendly
Societies and a contribution from the Guardians
of the West Bierley Union to pay for nursing the
sick poor receiving outdoor relief. This income
had to cover the nurse’s salary (not stated in the
minutes but likely to have been around £25 pa),
the cost of a temporary nurse if needed during
her holidays, accommodation, insurance,
receipt books and other stationery, annual
subscription to the Queen’s Institute, a bicycle
and nursing equipment. This consisted of enamel
basins, 2 yards of rubber sheeting, syringe,
bedpan and up to ten shillings worth of
dressings.
District Nurses were important to rural areas,
visiting patients by bicycle.
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Another business that has operated through lockdown is Richard Arundel’s
Butchers shop. At the beginning of lockdown with guidelines no yet out,
the shop doors were closed and orders were taken over the phone. This
actually has some advantages for the butchers’ as it allowed Richard to
manage large orders and have better control of his stock.
Answering the phone had various downsides
as it was a difficult to take the orders over the
phone and Facebook, and it also was difficult to manage payments over the phone.
However, as the lockdown progressed the
shop door was able to reopen, operating a
one in one out system whilst still doing a collection and delivery system and Richard’s
business has been doing well.

Longley’s Fisheries also successfully operated throughout the entire lockdown. Customers had to make orders
by telephone and 5 minute time slots
were allocated for collections so that
customer contact was limited. The
shop also had a fence across the
door to protect the staff in the shop
and orders were passed across the
fence to prevent anyone having to
come into the store. Walk in orders are
now allowed as lockdown has been
eased slightly, however the majority of
orders are still being taken over the
phone.

Despite how hard this time has been, it has been lovely to see how supportive our local businesses have become. The villagers have been patient with
businesses as they have tried their best to sift through all the guidelines and
attempt to process how they can operate safely.
I am really proud of the businesses in Wilsden and would like to say a big
THANK YOU to every single business in Wilsden.
For anyone who would like to find the Wilsden is Open video is can be
found on youtube: https://youtu.be/SexuluQP5mk

Article courtesy of Beatrice Overend
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WILSDEN IS OPEN
Wilsden has always had a strong sense of community, and this has never
been more present than during the Coronavirus lockdown. Our many loved
businesses of Wilsden have had to adapt in order to function and survive. I
had the pleasure of putting together the “Wilsden is Open” video, that showcased the numerous ways in which the businesses of Wilsden were surviving
during such an unprecedented time. It was a pleasure to put this video together. Thanks to a team of volunteers we successfully spoke to and filmed
15 businesses plus the school, churches, doctors and even the parish council.
When I edited together the video it was really emotional to see how during a
time of so much uncertainty that our local business owners were there for us.
Our video was inspired by a similar one that we had seen from another village, where their business owners came together to say they were still open
and there for the villagers. We decided to take it one step further and put
together a 7 minute-long video with individual videos from a range of businesses in Wilsden. The team of volunteers (recruited from willing members of
the ‘Coronavirus Angels’ volunteer group) set out with their mobile phone
cameras and trekked around Wilsden to film the different aspects of the video. We also decided to include places such as the Doctors Surgery, the local churches, the Primary School and Paddy (the administrator of Wilsden
Residents Facebook Page) to help bring the village together.
For many businesses, Covid-19 meant they had to revaluate how they operate to protect their customers. The ‘Wilsden is Open’ video gave business
owners the chance to let the villagers know how they were operating, although their doors may have been closed. For example, our pubs offered
takeaway services.
Our Community Post Office successfully operated throughout the entire lockdown with special measures such as only allowing two customers in the store
at once. By chance the layout of the Post Office is designed with a central
community space which allowed social distancing to be easily maintained.

For me personally I’ve spent more time in
the Post Office than usual, as I’ve found
writing letters to people is a great way to
feel connected even when we can’t see
each other.

Also listed is a bath for use of nurse, so we may surmise that the rooms
rented for her at Wapping Farm did not include such a
facility. Perhaps that was not the only drawback as a
committee meeting later that year states that the nurse
should be at liberty to make arrangements for her
future residence provided it did not involve the
committee in more expense than at present. Nurse
Wheelwright stayed until September 1910 and was
replaced by Nurse Souter. Her equipment was boosted
by the addition of two air cushions and a bronchitis
kettle.
Vintage bronchitis kettle

The life span of a bicycle for a nurse covering three hilly
villages seems to have been less than three years for it was replaced in
1912 and was due for replacement in 1914, at which stage improved
locomotion was on the agenda. The accounts for June show £27 for a
motor bicycle and the cost of teaching Nurse Souter to drive it. I think we
can assume Gertrude Souter to have been a lively, modern woman for she
undertook to pay the insurance on the bike in exchange for being able to
have it for personal use as well as work. After the outbreak of war, she told
the committee she would like to serve as a Red Cross nurse and in 1916 she
went to India as a member of Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing
Service. Her sister Mrs Denton was appointed as temporary district nurse
until her return.
The Association always struggled to raise enough to meet its obligations
and In 1918 Cullingworth withdrew from the
Association, unable to find anyone willing to
collect subscriptions. Reduced to two
villages, they economised by selling the
motorbike.
Nurse Souter returned in 1918 to an increased
salary and the additional role of School Nurse
for Harden and Wilsden. After her marriage to
George Fant, she continued until resigning in
1920.
(Unlike ours, many Associations were not
willing to employ married nurses.) She was
replaced by Nurse Gibson and finally Nurse
O’Connor until the Association disbanded in
1948.
Astrid Hansen
Vintage book published around 1910
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Wilsden Village Hall Refurbishment Project
During lockdown, whilst this busy hall closed to its usual
activities, it has been a very different hive of activity
with a long overdue refurbishment taking place to
modernise and refresh the facilities in our community
hub.
Milton Pearson, Marcus Dickerson and Paul Westcott
have swapped their usual staff roles for “overalls” to
become fully fledged decorators. Kelley Sutcliffe has
continued her administrative role working from home.
Eleven areas have been painted, flooring replaced,
pipework boxed in, curtains replaced, new lighting fitted, new mirrors hung
and by popular request, mirror balls have been reintroduced in the main
hall!
This would not have been possible without our hard-working volunteers who
gave up their precious time to help achieve all of this. Despite their own
busy lives, volunteers helped for days or weeks and some for the ten week
duration of the project. We are so grateful for every hour these amazing
people have dedicated to our project.
Thank you in particular to Jane Pearson our Project Manager, Karen
Padgett our Interior Designer, John Rodgers our Project Joiner and our
Decorating Team Jason Temple, Richard & Audrey Freeman, Christina
Watkinson, Beatrice Overend, Ellie Monaghan, Maddie O’Neil, Kelly
Williams and Jane Callaghan. Special Thanks to Christina Watkinson who
also very skilfully tailored all of our new curtains. Together they have all
done such a fantastic job of decorating whilst maintaining safe social
distance measures which was an important element to the project.
As well as having amazing prices, Leeds paint supplier Brewers, very kindly
offered us 55 litres of paint for the project! This wonderfully generous
donation enabled us to refresh several areas that were not part of the
original plan and we are very thankful indeed.
Paddy MacPaidin of Carpet Sparkle very kindly answered our call for help
by volunteering to help with the task of cleaning all 60 of our fabric chairs
plus 2 small sofas. He did a fantastic job and we are so grateful for his time.
For those who could not physically volunteer with decorating but wanted
to contribute, we suggested they could sponsor some materials like a tin of
paint, a curtain pole or a light fitting. We would like to say many thanks to
Brian & Sue Berkovits and to Natalie & Matt Barnett for your kind donations.
Cath Bacon very generously auctioned a brand new strimmer she had won
in a raffle and donated the proceeds to the hall which was a wonderful
gesture.
As the project evolved we realised the need for certain finishing touches. To
keep costs down and knowing villagers were having clear outs during
lockdown, we asked via Facebook if anyone had any items they could
donate. We were overwhelmed by people’s generosity.
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Now, as we move slowly towards some kind of normality and people are
taking back their independence, the Angels have been gradually stepping back, but we are still here should the need occur if a new local or
.national lockdown is imposed and you can contact us, as before, by
phoning 07986 294757, or email kelley@wilsdenvillagehall.co.uk or
jane.callaghan@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk or leave a message at Wilsden Community Post Office.

Please continue to follow that new Covid sign-off we’ve
all learned to use: STAY SAFE!
Cllr. Jane Callaghan
Wilsden Parish Council

and

Kelley Sutcliffe
Wilsden Village Hall

Coronavirus shopper’s
scavenger hunt
New-born
nappies

✓

Baking
powder

✓

Plain flour

✓

✓

Disinfectant
wipes
Canned Sild

✓

Walkers
baked crisps
Living basil

✓

Strong
white bread
flour

✓

Hand
sanitiser

✓

✓

SR flour

✓

Cravendale
semiskimmed
milk
Dried yeast

Disposable
gloves

✓

Tinned cod
roe

✓

Organic eggs

✓

✓

Co-op dried
milk

✓

Dettol
fragrancefree spray

✓

Matthews
Dinosaur
turkey slices
Branston
baked beans
& spaghetti
Warburtons
Milk roll
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✓

✓

✓

✓

Wilsden Coronavirus Support Group
Our official title is a bit of a mouthful, so we dubbed ourselves, with a
certain amount of self-mockery, the ‘Coronavirus Angels’.
One of the most frequent comments about the Angels’ support network
has been how quickly it was up and running, volunteers managed to
leaflet the entire village with contact details in the week before
lockdown started on 23rd March (what a long time ago that seems now).
The credit for this lies not with the Parish Council but with Wilsden resident
Sally Birch who, with extremely good grace, allowed us to make what
amounted to a hijacking of the meeting she had called, via facebook,
in the New Inn for anyone who wanted to discuss what practical help
volunteers could do. From this there were initially 20 volunteers who had
behind them the recognisability of the Parish Council and Village Hall
and our contacts to give a degree of confidence to those who were
housebound by the new shielding guidelines.
In the next fortnight almost 100 households asked for help and within 24
hours were allocated a volunteer (whose numbers were now up to 30).
Sisters Beatrice and Emily had taken on the prescription deliveries (they
later featured on ‘Harry’s Heroes’ on Look North). Our remit was to do
basic shopping for people, but we also managed to fulfil many specific
brand requests and difficult to obtain items by sharing WhatsApp
messages amongst the group and this became, as one of our volunteers
commented, very much like a scavenger hunt. In those early days of
empty supermarket shelves Sally managed to buy a 24 pack of toilet rolls
and dispensed them a couple at a time to those in need and flour was
almost a new currency.
Other projects of kindness have spun off the back of the Coronavirus
Angels: pamper bags for health workers and carers, the discovery in our
midst of an ace cake-maker, the ‘Wilsden is Open’ video, a donation to
us of 40 handmade masks, a massive fund-raising for Manorlands by a
locked-down Angel and the start of a new Youth Volunteer Scheme plus
many, many, small and generous acts.
Whilst the Angels were catching those who had no support network,
there have been hundreds of unacknowledged families, friends and
neighbours who have looked after the self-isolated and shielded in
Wilsden and proved that what we always knew to be true, Wilsden is a
great place to live.
Thank you to everyone who has played a part.
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We ended up with ten mirrors, a clock, a round table top and five glitter
balls! Thanks to Stephen Owens, Stella Downs, Beth from Saltaire, Clare
Ashdown, Matt Barnett, Sarah Badger Snape, Zoe Millar, Judith Hales
and Pam Orme.
We would also like to thank The New Inn for their support with donations
of glasses and surprise visits with cakes for our workers.
Last but not least, a big round of applause to musical trio, Rock Salt
Acoustic. They were due to play at the hall so instead offered to host an
online watch party on our Facebook page. This allowed our followers to
enjoy an entertaining night in and preview their musical talent prior to
rearranging a live gig in the future. We look forward to reopening our
doors and welcoming the community back to our refurbished Village
Hall.
Kelley Sutcliffe

Isla’s Fundraising Walk
Isla Sutcliffe, 7 year old daughter of
our Administration Assistant, Kelley,
decided that to earn her Brownies
Charity Badge she wanted to fundraise for Wilsden Village Hall. She had
the idea of doing a sponsored walk
from Wilsden to Bingley and back.
Together with Dad, Mathew, she
planned the 6.5 mile route and
created a Just Giving Page
which was circulated to family and
friends as well as posted on several
local Facebook groups in the weeks
before the big day on Saturday 13th
June.
This was a brave challenge as it was downhill for the first half of the walk
but clearly uphill for the 2nd half. The day began drizzly and cool but later grew warmer and humid which added to the challenge of the walk
back home.
However, with determination and a few chocolate breaks, Isla successfully completed her walk in just under 3 hours.
Through very kind donations both online and directly to the hall, Isla
raised a most impressive £1505. These funds will go towards the cost of
the refurbishment project and are very much appreciated by the Board
of Trustees who manage the finances for the organisation.
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YOUR COMMUNITY POST OFFICE
Your Community Post Office has remained open throughout the pandemic
in accordance with Government guidelines. We have opened a little later,
at 9am every day but otherwise the opening hours have remained the
same. Overall we have been extremely busy in both the Post Office and
retail side of the business although it has been more difficult to predict the
busiest times. Customers have responded well to the limits on the number of
customers in store at the same time and the weather has made queuing
outside a pleasant experience on most days. We wouldn’t have been able
to continue as well as we have without the hard work and dedication of all
our staff and volunteers. Bryan, who worked longer hours during the
lockdown period, deserves special mention for all he has done during this
time. The fact that the total Post Office business is up is encouraging
especially as some areas, such as sale of foreign currency, have
disappeared temporarily.
Wilsden has a number of small mail order businesses and many have seen
their business increase. As many of us go out less and pay for things
contactless the demand for banking services has reduced. One thing that
is surprising is that we still get customers who don’t realise that we can offer
most banking services for virtually every UK bank. As well as withdrawing
cash you can also pay in cheques and check your balance in the Post
Office. As more banks close their local branches the Post Office continues
to operate as your local bank.

Mid-way through the lockdown we had the 75th
anniversary of VE Day on Friday May 8th. At the
start of the week one of our local partners, Black
Sheep Design, approached us to ask if we
thought there was an interest in VE Day Bunting so
we put something on social media and
discovered a significant demand. Everyone had
to work hard to respond to this and when we
closed on Friday lunchtime we had sold 197
lengths of bunting, brightening up the village
during a difficult time.
Pictured: Bryan with a little help from Winston selling VE
Day Bunting at the Post Office. Photo courtesy of Val
Smith.
Cllr. Peter Allison

————————————————————————————Neighbourhood Watch—Prevention is better than the cure…..

For the non-Post Office side of the business we saw an increase in the
number of people who had newspapers delivered and our two paper
boys, Harley and Ellis have worked really hard. As the lockdown has eased
we are seeing a number of customers returning to having their paper saved
in the shop for collection. People walked more during the lockdown which
resulted in a significant interest in maps showing local footpaths. Sales of
the Parish Council “Footpaths of Wilsden” map have increased as have the
“Around and About” maps that show a wider area.
We have also added a booklet detailing a “Wilsden Walk”, prepared by
Churches Together, which gives the history of the key points on a walk
around the village.
With people travelling outside less we saw an increase in sales of greeting
cards and we have increased the variety of our stock in response to this.
New customers have discovered the delights of Yorkshire farmhouse icecream from Just Jenny at Barkisland.
For more information, please visit our website: www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/ourservices/
crime-prevention/neighbourhood-watch
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