PRECEPT FOR 2017-18
We are sure that you are all aware that Bradford Council has a continued need
to make significant savings in the money it spends on local communities. This
has resulted in major cuts to the services it can provide both for the District as a whole and
for Wilsden in particular.
During the last year we have seen the loss of summer bedding planting in the Park by
Bradford and the less than satisfactory maintenance of the Village Green Spaces and in
particular the poor grass cutting around the village.
The latest concern is a serious threat to the excellent Youth Service that is provided in the
Village Hall. It is a provision that Wilsdeners can be justly proud of. In order to ensure this will
continue the Parish Council has agreed that it will provide a level of financial aid to ensure we
can continue with a viable Youth Provision at the Village Hall.
To try and ensure that Wilsden continues to get the best possible services it can in these
difficult times, the Parish Council has been taking proactive steps in seeking to take on some
of the responsibilities for green spaces in the Village and in particular Wilsden Park. The
replanting of the flower beds of the Park was carried out by volunteers in conjunction with
the Friends of Wilsden Park and involved only a small financial contribution from the Parish
Council.
In the longer term we believe we can maintain all the green spaces in the village more cost
effectively than Bradford but before we take over the responsibility we require Bradford to
transfer some of the council tax they raise from Wilsden residents to cover grass cutting.
The feedback we have received from residents is that they want improved services not cuts in
Wilsden. We undertake that any services we deliver will be as cost effective as possible.
Where this involves additional expenditure we have to reluctantly increase the local precept.
The additional money raised will ensure that the Youth Services in Wilsden are retained. This
year’s increase will mean that the average council tax payer will pay an additional £3.73 per
year for the service provided by the Parish Council and comes after no increase in the local
precept last year.
We can assure everybody that this additional sum will be spent on the things listed above
and not on additional administration.
**********************************

Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings
Monday 6 Feb. 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 6 March, 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 3 April , 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 8 May, 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall

Spring Fayre
Sunday 14th May, 2 p.m. Wilsden Village Hall

Wilsden Gala
Sunday 2nd July, leaving Wilsden Village Hall with the Procession at 1 p.m..
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Be aware of burglars, Protect your property,
Be safe in your home.
Pictured: Inspector Julie Deacon from the Shipley Area
Neighbourhood Policing Team who has attended a
number of Parish Council meetings and in conjunction
with the parish council offers the following advice:
In your home do not have valuables on show and ensure you have
up to date cylinder locks that achieve TS 007 (3 star rating) or
secure Diamond Standard lock cylinders (SS312), Yale locks and five
leaver locks on your main doors, sash locks are also a deterrent.
Always drop the latch when in your home and when you visit your garage or work in the
garden take a key with you.
Never leave windows open then leave your home.
Do not keep car keys next to the door ( thieves will break into your home to steal the keys
and the car) Use your garage for the car and lock your car in the garage. If you have to park
your car on your drive always lock it and / or fit extra security devices. Thieves have stolen
cars from outside people’s homes when owners have left the engine running or when they
are carrying shopping into their home. Do not leave valuable items on the back seat of your
car always put them in the boot. Put Sat Navs out of sight when you leave your car and
remove sucker marks from the windscreen if your Sat Nav is located on the screen. Always
lock your car when you have filled it up with fuel and go into the garage to pay.
Install gates on your driveway. Have security lighting fitted on your house and consider an
alarm system. Leave a light on when you are out and consider leaving the radio on.
If you purchase a new item like a new TV don’t put the packaging out, rather cut the box up
or take it to be recycled as soon as possible.
Wilsden is considered a very low risk area but we all need to take precautions. If you have an
emergency or see something suspicious ring 999. For Police non –emergencies call 101
Brought to you by Wilsden Parish Council & Wilsden Village Hall (Reg.Charity
No. 1154371) ~Covering Wilsden, Harecroft & Hallas Bridge~

THE PARISH CHEST: NOTES FROM THE CHAIR,
COUNCILLOR PETER KETLEY
Hello
Although the last issue was published only seven months ago an awful
lot seems to have happened on the international and the national stage.
The same can also be said for Wilsden Parish Council. In September we
welcomed a new councillor, Helen Baranowski who was co-opted to replace Terry McNamara.
More information about Helen can be found elsewhere as can information about the second
new member of the council, Gail Denham.
Last autumn we lost the services of the parish clerk, Ruth Batterley, who left us to become
clerk to the new Bingley Town Council. Gail was successful in our search for a new clerk and
joined us in December.
Since the last Wilsdener the council has been busy trying to make the parish an attractive
place to live. The hanging basket scheme brightened up Main Street during the summer
months and in autumn a bulb planting scheme was undertaken in conjunction with the
Friends of Wilsden Park and the Wilsden Gardening Association. In October Bradford Council
agreed to allow the Parish Council to employ a contractor to make additional cuts of the grass
in Royd Park and Townfield; this includes collecting the clippings. One cut was made before
the end of the growing season, which has provoked favourable comment.
At the end of November a very successful switch on of the Christmas lights was held as the
culmination of a very well attended carol service in the park. Thanks are also due to the
Wilsden Village Hall and to the churches, especially to Vicar Bob.
On a less joyful note the parish council has been very concerned about spikes in the levels of
crime in Wilsden. Inspector Julie Deacon has attended the monthly parish council meeting
twice to discuss the situation. We also invited the Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire,
Mark Burns-Williamson to a meeting for his take. A full report on crime appears elsewhere in
this issue. Other matters of council business are reported elsewhere in the Wilsdener,
including a piece on the precept that the parish council intends to levy for the financial year
2017 - 2018. Peter Ketley

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings include a 20 min. session
where residents can raise any issues they wish. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for
raising police matters and other local issues. If you have anything you wish to raise with the
Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am to 12 or Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm
where usually a councillor will be on duty. The Parish Clerk is also generally available on
Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Contact Point. If you wish to see the Clerk please ring
or e-mail before making a special trip. There is now a post box in the Village Hall where
messages and mail can be left for the parish council. General contact for the Parish Council
should be through the Parish Clerk, Gail Denham on either 07875 635203 or e-mail
gail.denham@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please also visit the Parish Council website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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LATEST NEWS FROM WILSDEN WALL BUILDING GROUP
The Wilsden Wall Building Group have been very active last year working on a large section
of walling running across the fields belonging to The Aire Valley Riding School near
Harecroft. Tony Caunt’s picture shows some of the team nearing completion of the wall.
Should you be interested in joining the group or
if you have any spare stone you no longer
require contact Tony on 273709. There is still a
small amount of walling to complete and the
team may be re commencing around Easter
time. They would also be interested in any
walling that needs re-building.

***********************

FOR DOG LOVERS
Wilsden Parish Council has started to employ a local
gardening service to supplement the grass cutting
provided by Bradford Council in Royd Park and in Townfield. The purpose is to smarten up the appearance of this
area and provide a more pleasing setting to the newly
refurbished flower beds. The first cut was done towards
the end of last year.
The contractor has reported to us that before cutting
could commence over 60 PILES of DOG EXCREMENT had to
be cleared up.
Given that there are not known to be any stray dogs in
Wilsden at this time there have been at least sixty
occasions when a dog has defecated and the owner done
NOTHING about it.
We know that most dog owners who love their pets do the right thing and clear up; there
are plenty of bins in the park in which to deposit the bags. There is clearly a minority who
clearly aren't bothered. Please help to spread the message to other dog owners that, if
they love their dog they must clean up after it.
The parish council needs your help to continue to improve the park for all villagers.
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SPRING BULB BONANZA

WILSDEN YOUTH CENTRE
IS THE PLACE TO BE IF YOU WANT TO HAVE FUN AND TAKE PART IN
ACTIVITIES TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS.
THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT THE FUTURE IS WILSDEN.

The Parish Council Green Spaces Group which comprises representatives of the
Parish Council, Wilsden Friends of the Park and Wilsden Gardening Association
has embarked on the first phase of planting Spring bulbs (daffodils and crocus)
at sites around the village.
The bulbs have been purchased by the Parish Council with the support of
Stephen Smith's Garden Centre, Wilsden.
The sites have been chosen, hopefully, to give the maximum impact and include the areas
around The Welcome To Wilsden stones at Windy Grove and Thornfield Terrace, the Main
Street opposite Crooke Lane, the Village Green and around the back of the Village Hall.
Daffodil bulbs were also planted by the Wilsden Wall Building Group at the top of West Royd.
It is planned that this is an important step in enhancing green spaces in the village as the
Parish Council progressively begins to take over some of the services currently provided by
BMDC.
We hope that this first phase will be a success and that in Spring we will see the colourful
results of their labours.

************
FRIENDS OF WILSDEN PARK
Do you like gardens? Do you like being outdoors? The Friends of
Wilsden Park need volunteers to maintain flowerbeds and for
other light gardening jobs so we are compiling a list of anyone willing to help. People of any
age or capability are welcome and no prior knowledge is necessary.

Wilsden Youth Centre is open Monday and Thursday evenings from 6 till 9pm for all young
people aged 11 to 19 years old and up to 25 if they have a 'disability'. The youth centre is
staffed by Professional Youth Workers who are employed and DBS checked by Bradford
Council
The youth centre provides informal and formal Educational, participative and fun activities/
advise and information to support the social, personal and educational development of
young people. These range from SPORT/ART/MUSIC (football, boxercise,,DJ workshops,
Voice and Influence workshops using Art/Groupwork etc). We also provide ADVICE,
INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE to support any personal or social problems young people
might encounter such as Bullying, Personal Safety, Careers and help with getting a Job, to
simply coming to the youth centre and have fun with their 'mates'.
Membership and Entrance is free, so are all the
activities, which include our much loved COOK
and EAT (life skills) project where young people
are encouraged to learn how to cook healthy
meals and develop independent living life skills,
along with learning more about how to keep fit
mentally and physically. Other activities range
from
pool, table tennis, football, DoFE, PS3, XBOX,
Board and Team games, and yes we now have
FREE WIFI.
With over 30 young people
attending each session the young people find
the Youth Club a SAFE PLACE and seek targetted
support.

If you would like to help or if you just want to know more without committing yourself please
contact Sue Downs at
suejdowns@gmail.com or mobile 07808 932010

Our success stories over the past has seen one young man who has just finished his
apprenticeship as a Financial Advisor and now being taken on permanently. His reward for
the hard work was to buy himself a new vehicle 'paid for through his hard work'. Another
young person doing the same in carpentry and now working for a reputable employer
earning at times £400 per week. The Youth centre also has an established Youth Committee
who act as a Voice for other young people and have worked closely with the Village Hall,
management and partner agencies to support all aspects of opportunity for all young
people.
For further information contact Manzar Iqbal Professional Youth Worker on 07582108010
or email manzar.iqbal@bradford.gov.uk
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Any time you can give, however short, will be useful and you would be joining a team
committed to improving our Park for the benefit of everyone.

RE-OPENING OF WILSDEN POST OFFICE
We are writing this in the week when Wilsden Post Office reopens as a community owned
business but by the time that most of
you will read this article we will have
been open for a few weeks. We would
first like to thank everyone who has
already paid the money pledged
whether as a membership fee or a
donation. The grants we have received
from Wilsden Parish Council, the Craven
Trust and the Community Chest grant
from the Shipley Area Committee of
Bradford Council. We would also like to
thank all those who have generously
given their time to get us to where we are today with a particular mention to Margot
Craven our architect, Craig Barker and Paul Dufton. We know that we haven’t yet had
chance to contact everyone who has pledged yet. Everyone has been very busy in planning
the practical details of the reopening and many of us are also involved in other activities in
the village.
The two pictures show the inside and the
outside the Post Office just before we open. I
trust that by the time you read this you will
have visited us and met our staff, Bryan,
Philippa and Katie. We also hope you will
have bought something from the non Post
Office side of the business as well as using the
Post Office services. It is no longer possible to
earn enough money just from Post Office
business and remain a sustainable business.
We also want to make profits so we can
reinvest those into the Wilsden community.
Because the major refurbishment of the
shop was only completed the day before we
opened and additional work has been
completed after opening, we just started
with newspapers, magazines and a limited
selection of confectionery. This is being
expanded to cover greeting cards, stationery
and a greater selection of confectionery. We
will gradually add things to what we offer
based upon customer feedback.

New Parish Councillor and New Parish Clerk
Read their stories

Councillor Helen Baranowski
I am pleased to introduce myself as your newest Parish Councillor.
My family and I have lived in Wilsden for 10 years. We have three
children, two of whom attend Wilsden Primary School and I am a
Parent Governor at the school. I am currently a stay at home mum;
prior to this I was a solicitor specialising in employment law and I
have worked as a human resources consultant.
My family and I enjoy our time in the village using many of the varied amenities it has to
offer. We love the local countryside and I am a keen runner which means that I can fully
explore the wonderful scenery of the area. In October I managed to complete a marathon
raising money for the Village Hall 40 Candles Appeal.
I am passionate about the local area and as a Parish Councillor I am keen help the village be
the best it can be. As a first step I would like to work to make improvements to the village
play areas. Watch this space for more details……….

Gail Denham, Parish Clerk
Married to an artist and with two adult step-children who are London
based, Gail has lived in Allerton for a long time and has in one way or
another been familiar with Wilsden for many years.
She said:
“Although I have no previous experience as a Parish Clerk, I do have
lots of experience of office work and administration through a variety
of roles and a decade of experience from self-employment. For the
last few years I have spent my time caring for my late mother alongside my sisters whilst
studying at The Open University for a degree in Arts and Humanities.
I am genuinely delighted to join Wilsden and Harecroft Parish Council as their Clerk. I
believe that Parish Councils are uniquely democratic for the Councillors live all year round
beside their constituents and this gives them a deeper understanding of the area’s needs.”
Gail will be generally available on Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Contact Point. As
this may vary please check first. She can be contacted on 07875 635203 or via e-mail:
gail.denham@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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