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Please also visit the Parish Council website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk

The parish clerk is also generally available on Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Contact
Point. If you wish to see the clerk please ring or e‐mail before making a special trip. There is
now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail can be le for the parish council.
General contact for the parish council should be through the parish clerk, Ruth Ba erley on
either 07875 635203 or e‐mail ruth.ba erley@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk

There are a number of ways you can contact the parish council.
All our mee ngs are open to the public and full Council mee ngs include a 20 min. session
where residents can raise any issues they wish. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for
raising police ma ers and other local issues. If you have anything you wish to raise with the
Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am to 12 or Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm
where a usually a councillor will be on duty.

CONTACTING YOUR PARISH COUNCIL

The precept is the tax collected through the council tax and paid to the parish council to fund
its ac vi es for the year. The precept for Wilsden Parish Council for 2016‐2017 is £ 40,828
and this works out at £24.13 per Band D property. If your property is in a higher council tax
band you will pay more than this and if it’s in a lower one you will pay less. The parish council
has managed to keep the council tax at a zero per cent increase whilst s ll con nuing to
provide quality services to the residents of Wilsden and Harecro .
Some of the ac vi es that the parish council funds with the precept are:
Hanging baskets, plan ng and maintenance of village green
Christmas lights
Grants to various organisa ons including the Village Hall who for 2015‐2016 received
£6,000
The parish council is also looking at other ini a ves such as a Neighbourhood Plan giving the
residents of Wilsden and Harecro control over the type and loca on of development in the
villages and the poten al transfer of assets from Bradford Council.
The parish council welcomes your interest and feedback, so if you have any ques ons, please
get in touch: clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk, 07875 635203.

PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT 2016‐2017

Mon. 6th June 2016, 7 p.m. Library Room, Wilsden Village Hall
Mon. 4th July 2016, 7 p.m. Library Room, Wilsden Village Hall
Mon. 1st Aug. 2016, 7 p.m. Library Room, Wilsden Village Hall
Mon. 5th Sept. 2016, 7 p.m. Library Room, Wilsden Village Hall
Mon. 3rd Oct. 2016, 7 p.m. Library Room, Wilsden Village Hall

Wilsden Parish Council Mee ngs 2016

Wilsden Gala—Sunday 3rd July 2016
Wilsden Gardening Associa on—Wilsden Show, Wilsden Village Hall
Sunday 18th September 2016, 2 p.m.
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Peter Ketley

The process of replacing Councillor McNamara will begin shortly: if anybody reading this is
interested in joining the parish council please contact the parish clerk or myself.

I want to end with good news and sad news. First, the good news. The parish council has held
the precept at the same rate as last year. Hooray! The sad news is that Councillor Terry
McNamara, one of the original Wilsden parish councillors, has tendered his resigna on in order
to find me to pursue his other interests. Terry has worked relessly for Wilsden and he will be
missed at parish council mee ngs for his wise words. "Happy re rement", Terry!

Villagers may have no ced some changes around the park this spring; the roses have been riven
out and the beds reshaped with perennial plan ng star ng. This is a consequence of the
diminishing of hor cultural services that Bradford Council are now able to oﬀer and marks the
start of a process that may lead to the parish council taking over responsibility for green spaces
in Wilsden. The Friends of Wilsden Park, through the parish council, have been instrumental in
eﬀec ng these improvements. Also on the green theme, Clean for the Queen li er pick was
held to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday. I am not sure that 90 green bags of li er were
collected, but there were a good many: thanks are due to those who volunteered their me to
dy up Wilsden.

Just before Christmas the parish council arranged a very well a ended carol service in the
village hall, despite the appalling weather. The primary school choir gave their all and Vicar Bob
oﬃciated with his customary panache. Wilsden was lit up with what was generally considered
the best Christmas light display the village has seen: thanks are due to all those who, again
labouring in foul weather, made Main Street so fes ve.

Hello
A lot has been going on since the last issue of the Wilsdener and the
councillors have been kept rather busy ‐ which is right and proper. Some of
these ac vi es, such as the emerging neighbourhood plan and the
delibera ons about a possible forma on of a community interest company
that might restore post oﬃce counter services to Wilsden are documented
elsewhere. I will therefore cover what else has been going on.

The Parish Chest: notes from the Chairman, Councillor Peter Ketley

Latest news from around the village,
PLUS Wilsden Parish Council Newsle er
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While we are excited about the prospects for the Community Post
Oﬃce it will only succeed if residents use it whenever possible.

On March 22nd we held another public mee ng, to update people on progress, to further
consult on what people wanted from the Community Post Oﬃce and to introduce a scheme
where residents would become members of the Community Company for a dona on of £20.
The response from this was extremely encouraging with 74% of those consulted agreeing to
make a dona on. As a result the group decided to establish the Wilsden Community
Company to run the Wilsden Post Oﬃce, to make an oﬀer for the premises that used to be
the Post Oﬃce and to hold detailed discussions with the Post Oﬃce about the terms and the
mescale under which a Community Post Oﬃce will reopen. The new business will oﬀer a
similar mix of products to those oﬀered in recent years; newspapers, magazines, sta onery,
gree ng cards and confec onery as well as the Post Oﬃce. We will shortly be adver sing for
people to work in the Community Post Oﬃce. We would encourage anyone interested to
either make contact with the parish council, who will forward their interest to the Community
Company or to look out for the adverts.

It was decided that the best op on was to set up a community interest company, which must
return any profits back to the local community. We also decided that we wanted as many
residents of Wilsden as possible to have a stake in the company. In addi on to looking at
other similar businesses we have also been consul ng local businesses and residents to
confirm their willingness to use a Wilsden Post Oﬃce and to iden fy what services they
wanted from the business.

The parish council used its powers to nominate the shop
premises at 112 Main Street as an Asset of Community
Value giving the Wilsden community the first op on to
take over the business un l April 2016. A public mee ng
on October 21st 2015 established that there was a
strong community support for reopening the Post Oﬃce
and a group of volunteers got together to try and put
forward a plan for a Community Post Oﬃce. The
volunteers operated ini ally as a work group of the
parish council, including five parish councillors. It quickly
became apparent that, although the parish council was
willing to give financial support to get the project oﬀ the
ground, it was not prac cal for a local council to run a Post Oﬃce. We looked at a number of
similar community businesses and gained a lot of useful ps about how they can be run. We
were also very encouraged by their successes.

When the Wilsden Post Oﬃce closed one year ago the parish council was very concerned at
the loss of an important service for our village. In the immediate a ermath of the closure
other village businesses inves gated whether a Post Oﬃce could be incorporated into their
opera ons. Although two businesses looked very closely at running the Post Oﬃce, prac cal
problems meant that there was no clear alterna ve to the premises at 112 Main Street.

WILSDEN COMMUNITY POST OFFICE
THE ROYDS HOUSE TRUST
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In April 2016 the parish council awarded St Ma hew’s church a grant to assist with a
Family Fun Day to celebrate the Queen’s birthday. The Fun Day is to be held at the church
on Saturday 11th June and there will be a host of ac vi es for young and old alike.
Children’s ac vi es will include a mini bouncy castle, giant buzzer game and various other
giant games. There will be stalls, ac vi es, a BBQ and an indoor café serving hot meals and
a ernoon teas. There will also be historical informa on about the church and the village.
The church is making the event accessible to all and we look forward to seeing you there.

FAMILY FUN DAY
SATURDAY 11TH JUNE 2016, 11:00am‐ 3:00pm

On Saturday 23rd April several parish councillors, many members of the public and
Rainbows (junior Brownies) got together in the warm Spring
sunshine to clear and li er pick at several areas in the
village. A er an hour and a half of li er picking in the park,
Rec and Main Street several bags of li er were collected,
which were later taken away by Bradford Council’s Clean
Team. All who helped in the clean‐up were invited back to
the Contact Point for complimentary refreshments and to
take a well‐earned rest a er the morning’s work.

CLEAN FOR QUEEN

Wilsden Parish Council has been pleased to support two community ac vi es to help
celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday.

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

The Royd House Trust was registered as a Charitable Trust in 1997 following the sale of
Royd House, Barn and Garages. (Charity No 700025)
The Trustees for the Charity, Bradford M.D.C. have determined that a group be formed to
distribute the income from the Trust. The charitable purpose’s determines that the
proceeds can be spent for the benefit of the residents of Wilsden.
The Trustees are invi ng bids from Wilsden community organisa ons for financial support
for projects that will strengthen the community and enhance the well‐being of Wilsden
residents and their environment. The Trust will consider bids up to a value of £2,000.
Ini al expressions of interest should be forward to Ruth Ba erley, Clerk to WPC, at Wilsden
Village Hall, Townfield, Wilsden BD15 OHJ 07875 635203 Or via email:
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
An applica on form and guidance notes will be then forwarded at a later date. Formal
applica ons will be determined by late summer with successful receiving their award in
September 2016. Applica ons will be considered on their merits by an Evalua on Group of
the three Bingley Rural ward councillors and a Wilsden parish councillor who will make
their recommenda ons to the Trustees. Please note that this is not a Wilsden Parish
Council scheme and they are only ac ng as a “post box “.
————————————————————————————————————————‐
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Ever thought about having an allotment and how to go about ge ng one? Look no further!
Wilsden village is really lucky in having allotments maintained and administered by an ac ve
Wilsden Gardening Associa on commi ee supported by Wilsden Parish Council who own the
land. Wilsden Gardening Associa on (WGA) was established in 1976 and the allotments were
introduced in the same year so we have now reached our 40th anniversary!
What are the benefits?
Working your own garden is a really enjoyable experience and hard work really does pay oﬀ.
The allotments are in an a rac ve se ng in the village, a haven of peace and tranquillity.
Having an allotment provides a way to exercise and enjoy the fresh air, and a great way of
soaking up the sunshine and topping up levels of the vital vitamin D too! It is great fun grow‐
ing your own produce and environmentally friendly. You certainly know where your food has
come from and for the green‐minded there’s the opportunity to “go” organic. It also supports
well‐being and can be a real stress buster, there’s nothing more sa sfying to get away from
the trials and tribula ons of everyday life by taking your frustra ons out on the weeds.
Grow your own
There are 25 allotments on the patch of land some of which are rent‐
ed out as half plots. The allotment holders grow a real variety of fruit
and vegetables all year round. The most common crops are potatoes,
onions, peas and beans. There are plenty of allotments to look at for
inspira on and ideas and people are always on hand to give advice if
wanted. There’s nothing more sa sfying than digging up crops a er a
few weeks and then presen ng on the dinner table and sharing with
family and friends.
Community spirit
Wilsden is a friendly li le village and the allotment community is just the same. We have
some great folk who rent allotments and there is a real community spirit during Spring and
Summer in par cular. On fine sunny days you’ll usually find a fellow allotment holder on the
plot. We are really keen on keeping up the community feel and Sunday mornings usually see
a gathering at the hut where members of the WGA can buy discounted garden products
through the shop and stop for a chat.
What does it entail in terms of me and money?
There is a charge to rent the allotment ‐ £36 for a full plot and £18 for a half along with a £5
membership fee for WGA. We think in the growing season once you have the allotment up
and running you probably need to spend an average of a day a week. This is best split across
the course of the week (a li le o en is usually the best approach) and is of course weather‐
dependent.
How do you find out more?
If you are interested in finding out more look on the WGA website or contact the allotment
secretaries Andy or Debbie Ellison on 01535 271742 who will be only too pleased to provide
more details. Alterna vely call at the WGA hut (next to the parish church on Main St) which
is open on Sunday mornings in Spring and Summer between 10am and 11am. WGA holds an
annual Spring Fair (15th May this year) at the village hall and, also at the village hall, the Wils‐
den Show is held on the third Sunday in September. And we’re also planning to have a stall
at the village gala this year. We do have a wai ng list for allotments but don’t let that put you
oﬀ. Please contact Andy or Debbie if you are interested in pu ng your name forward.

ALLOTMENT THOUGHTS
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When we started the process of developing our
Neighbourhood Plan there were rela vely few areas
around the country that had completed a plan but as
more plans come into force it is now becoming clear that
they can have real power in shaping the future of their
neighbourhoods.

A er local consulta on, the two final development stages involve the Plan being submi ed
to Bradford, who have the responsibility of ensuring the
policies are legally enforceable and also must check that
they do not contradict the Bradford Plan. The final stage is
a referendum of the whole Wilsden Parish Council area.

The Plan must be based upon evidence and this has involved the working group carrying out
detailed assessments of a number of areas, according to na onally agreed protocols. We
have considered important local green spaces, important historic buildings not na onally
listed and important views. We will also be looking at poten al housing sites within the
current village boundaries. Once the full dra Neighbourhood Plan is wri en a copy will be
delivered to every household in the area and residents will have a 6 week period to make
comments. Prior to publica on of the dra Plan we will hold informal consulta on events.

As stated previously, the Plan cannot make any decision on developments in the Green Belt
so the focus has been on areas within the exis ng Wilsden boundaries. Although Green Belt
developments are not part of the Plan the parish council has opposed any Green Belt
dele ons in our submissions to consulta ons on the Bradford Local Plan.

We held a consulta on event at Wilsden Village Hall in
September 2014 and every house in the area received a
ques onnaire during late summer 2015. The results of
these consulta ons have informed our policy development. The development of individual
policies involves the working group going through a number of dra s un l a version is ready
to be uploaded to the parish council website. There is now a page on the parish council
website where Neighbourhood Plan documents can reviewed.

The working group, which includes both parish councillors
and other interested residents, has been mee ng regularly
and the dra Plan is now coming together. A vital part of
the development of a Neighbourhood Plan is ensuring that
the local community are engaged in the process.

As reported in previous edi ons of the Wilsdener, the parish council has decided to prepare
a Neighbourhood Plan for our village. Once adopted the Neighbourhood Plan is a legally
enforceable planning document and must be based upon detailed evidence. It cannot
contradict Bradford’s Local Plan but it can establish local policies to take account of local
condi ons. It cannot change the minimum number of houses to be built in our area but can
set condi ons on the type of housing, how many houses in a par cular development and
where they are to be built. It cannot make decisions on developments in the Green Belt.

WILSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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At their A.G.M. in March, Wilsden W.I. decided to move to Wilsden Trinity Church
in September 2016, a er a number of years at
the Primary School in Tweedy Street. W.I.
mee ngs are held on the first Monday in the
month at 7.30 pm (except August). We have an
interes ng programme of speakers, ou ngs and
events and an enthusias c walking group. The
W.I. is always keen to help chari es and the
local community. The recent Fashion Show in April was for MacMillan Cancer
Support. We will also be providing teas at Wilsden Gala on Sunday 3rd July when
profits will go to the Village Hall. We welcome new members and for further
details, ring Judy on 01535 273709.

WILSDEN WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 'ON THE MOVE'

However, don’t take our word for it, why not take look at our website which we
hope you will find both interes ng and informa ve. The website can also be
accessed on all mobile devices as well as computers and laptops. You can find us on
www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk/
————————————————————————————————————‐

On the website you will find lots of interes ng informa on about our village such as
ac vi es, environmental improvements and the history of Wilsden and Harecro
along with informa on about the parish council, what it does and contact details
for all the councillors and the clerk. New to the website is an interes ng weekly
publica on of events from World War 1 both at the Front and at home. You may
also like to read about how the parish council logo was originally adopted.

All the parish council’s Annual Reports, Parish Accounts and edi ons of The
Wilsdener can be found under the Publica ons heading. Wilsden’s planning
applica ons are published regularly under the Planning heading along with the
parish council’s decisions on applica ons. Under Planning you will also find
informa on about the development of the Wilsden Neighbourhood Plan.

The group met on a regular basis to discuss and put ideas forward on how to
improve the exis ng website. Finally, a er numerous mee ngs, exchanges of ideas
and the hard work put in by Online Crea ve, our new parish council website went
live on 8th December 2015. We are proud of our new look website which is both
modern and very informa ve. The agendas of all parish mee ngs, commi ees and
working groups are published on the website at least 3 working days before a
mee ng and minutes of mee ngs are published within four weeks in dra format.

A Website Review Working Group was formed early in 2015 consis ng
of a number of councillors, the parish clerk, assistant clerk and website
designers, Online Crea ve, who were appointed to upgrade the website.

NEW WEBSITE FOR WILSDEN PARISH COUNCIL
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We pour milk over our cornflakes or into our tea without much thought as to how it came to
be in the bo le but next me you are out enjoying some fresh air in the open green spaces
surrounding our village, spare a thought for the farmers and their cows who have
contributed to our landscape over the years and decide for yourself if paying a li le more for
milk might just be worthwhile.

So how can we help our dairy farmers? The best way is to buy from a milkman; all Wilsden’s
milkmen obtain their milk locally. Not only is it delivered to your door, the presence of
milkmen around and about, at what most of us would consider unsocial hours, is a deterrent
to burglary and other crime. Or, if buying from a supermarket choose those who are
commi ed to paying producers a fair price. Booth’s (though not terribly convenient for
Wilsdeners) and M&S are consistently near the top, and whilst other supermarkets,
following pressure last year, pledged to pay a minimum price, they s ll sell milk as a loss
leader. Last autumn Morrisons launched their 'Milk for Farmers' brand which leaves the
decision with the consumer as to whether to pay a premium which gives 10p per litre back
to dairy farmers. However across the retailers, the payments to producers are complicated
and the average farm gate milk price has con nued to decline.

In the last ten years the number of dairy farms na onally has reduced by more than half
with small scale farms par cularly vulnerable. In Wilsden we have only two dairy farms s ll
in business, and one at Old Allen just inside the Parish boundary. Farmers re re and who can
blame their children for finding more reliable and lucra ve work (with holidays) than dairy
farming given the rising costs in producing milk and the reduc on in farmgate prices. We
have all seen the headlines which say that supermarkets sell milk as a loss leader for less
than it would cost to buy a bo le of water. This devalues the percep on of milk’s worth and
importance as a food and the eﬀort and expense which goes into its produc on.

What a deligh ully rural aspect we have around our village; green fields enclosed by dry‐
stone walls in all direc ons when we li up our eyes to the hills. Have you ever wondered
why it should be that we have these wonderful vistas and a mul tude of public footpaths to
get out there and enjoy it? The biggest influence was probably the yeoman freeholders of
the late 16th century, proto‐entrepreneurs who scraped together enough money to buy a
small‐holding and improve and farm it alongside their co age‐based spinning and weaving.
This piecemeal reclaiming of pastureland from
moorland created a huge jigsaw of fields under
diﬀerent ownerships which required a
complicated network of rights of way to access it.
Farms gradually merged and enlarged into what
became an important dairy farming industry and
it is to these modestly sized farms and their
herds that we owe Wilsden’s landscape today.
Looking a er a herd of cows and milking them twice a day, every day, is not so much a job
as a way of life which the majority of those who undertake it are born into. They are
custodians of the land but it is a way of life in which the na onal decline is mirrored in our
own village.

GREEN GRASS + BLACK & WHITE COWS = WHITE MILK

