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See inside for more local news and upcoming
events in the village!!
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Wilsden In Bloom ended 2021 with an
Xmas Wreath Workshop which was
great fun and an opportunity to learn a
new skill. The snow on the day merely
added to the festive atmosphere. We
are looking to run further floral based
workshops throughout the year so watch this space.
2022 has got off to a flying start with the installation of the large planter at the
Cricket Club. Thanks to Bingley Fencing, the Cricket Club, Cottingley Bridge
Allotments, Carlton Nurseries, Impression Engraving of Wilsden and the Wilsden
Gardening Association for supporting this project. You will also notice that many of
the barrels around the village have been refreshed with bulbs and winter
planting. If you or your friends/neighbours would like to sponsor a barrel that can
be placed in your street or elsewhere in the village please let us know, we will be
sourcing some additional ones shortly. Now that spring in in the air it's great to see
snowdrops and daffodils starting to pop up around the village. Take a walk through
the park or the old cemetery to see them in all their splendor.
We are formulating several plans for 2022 and will also have a presence supporting
other events in the village. So far, our calendar of events includes :

Saturday 21st May (morning) - will be our second Hanging Basket Workshop. If you
would like to book a place please contact Sue Griffin (details below).
Sunday 22nd May - Village Spring Fair at the Village Hall - we will have lots of
information to share with you in advance of the Annual Fairy Door Festival.
Sunday 3rd July - Wilsden Children’s Gala - call at our stall for a chat about our
ongoing plans for Wilsden In Bloom.
Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July - The Annual Fairy Door Festival will be held over
the weekend with the main event being held again at St Matthew’s Church on
Sunday 17th. We welcome help from any volunteers as we are planning on this
being bigger and better this year. We are also taking booking from any stallholders
interested in joining us and we will be supporting the Yorkshire Air Ambulance
again this year. Information will be available at the events we are attending this
year as well as being circulated on social media and in the Wilsden Post office.
We would like to thank everyone who has supported the Wilsden In Bloom
initiative. We are always open to welcoming new members to help with our
projects. Contact us by email : wilsdeninbloom@outlook.com or via our Facebook
or Instagram pages or contact Sue Griffin - 07971 685995, Lindsay Horsley - 07792
383328, Christine Schreck - The New Inn, Lucy Golton - 07736 924490.

iNaturalist
If you are interested in finding and identifying wild flowers both in Wilsden’s old
cemetery and on paths and lanes around the village (or indeed anywhere in the
world) you might like to download the app iNaturalist and tap ‘explore’ to see the
interactive map of plants and animals that have already been recorded by local
amateurs. The iNaturalist app is a form of citizen science that is increasingly used
by wildlife organisations, National Parks and scientists to monitor and protect
wildlife, but it is also just a great way for nature-lovers and families to engage with
nature, and you can use the app to add your own sightings and photos, both around
Wilsden and beyond. More details about iNaturalist and the app can be found on:
https://uk.inaturalist.org

Wilsden Volunteer Car Scheme
The Wilsden Volunteer Car Scheme offers lifts to people who do not have access to
their own transport to places such as the Medical Centre, Hospital Outpatients and
the Village Hall. The scheme urgently needs more drivers as the demand from users
is growing faster than can be met by the present number of drivers.

Even if you only can spare a few hours a month this would be extremely
helpful. The users of the scheme refund the expenses of the drivers at 45p per
mile. While some of our volunteer drivers may do a number of trips a week some
can only do an occasional trip a month and we can readily accommodate both.
If you can help or want to know more about what is involved please call either
Margaret Harrison on 01535 272 305 or Peter Allison on 01535 273 403.

The Albion Tearoom at Wilsden Village Hall has
reopened after being closed over the winter months.
Come along for a hot drink, some cake and a chat in a
friendly atmosphere every Friday morning between
10am-12pm. Newspapers are available if you want to
come along for a brew and a read. The tearoom is run
by volunteers and we are looking for new members to
join our team and help out on a rota basis. If you are
available, even if it’s once a month, your help would be
much appreciated. Contact us on 01535 272786 or
wvh@btconnect.com if you are interested in helping.

Councillor Lucy Golton
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The Old Closed Churchyard
Over a number of years, the old churchyard on Lane Side had
been neglected and overgrown with holly seedlings, blackberry
bushes and ivy growing in abundance. The grass hadn't been
cut and it was a wilderness and not pleasant to walk in. In
March 2020 the Old Churchyard and Wild Flower Project was
formed. A group of volunteers cut back the old grass and
bushes that had seeded. Quite a few graves were uncovered
and existing graves tidied. The churchyard has a number of
trees and in the summer when the leaves are out it is quite
shady. We monitored the woodland plants that were already
there, snowdrops, celandines, bugle and wild garlic to mention
a few. We have added wild daffodils, native bluebells, wood
anemones, lily of the valley, foxgloves, honesty, red campion
and honeysuckle. These will take a few years to establish.
Monitoring the grass has been quite difficult because there is a
lot of strong tussocky grass which is not compatible with
woodland plants so we plan to mow regularly where we can, strim and dig out
tussocks where we can't. Where we have woodland plants growing the grass will
be left to grow and will only be cut once a year in late summer or autumn, to
enable them to die back and seed.
Where the old church used to be there are very few flowers growing so the grass
will be mown regularly to get rid of the tussocks and we are hoping the grass will
grow to be of a finer quality. Our aim is to let this area of grass grow and hopefully
over a few years the woodland flowers that have gone to seed elsewhere in the
churchyard will spread to this area. Eventually to benefit wildlife it will only be
mown once a year. We hope to mow a path through and have a seat. We are now
concentrating on maintenance and tidying the existing graves. As the grass grows,
a metre stretch on either side of the existing paths will be strimmed to make it
easier for people walking through. We are also working on a display board with
the history of the church including old photographs and also photos of the
woodland flowers to be found in the churchyard.
Sue Downs

Wilsden & Harecroft’s Community Hero Awards 2022
Wilsden and Harecroft are villages full of people volunteering to make where we
live a better place, and also those who go above and beyond in their working lives
to support the community and help its residents wherever they can. During the
lockdowns we've all endured, this brought our villages' uniqueness to the
forefront and is where the idea of 'Wilsden and Harecroft's Community Heroes'
began.
Initially, a Committee including representatives from Wilsden Primary School,
Wilsden Village Hall, Wilsden Post Office and the Parish Council were brought
together to plan the Awards.
Over 20 nominations were submitted by Wilsden and Harecroft residents, and
those working in the village throughout February 2022. The nominees which
included a wide range of groups and individuals. The Committee gathered
together with the tough task of deciding a winner, before the Awards Ceremony
at Wilsden Village Hall on Saturday 2nd April. All of the nominations were shared
and nominees were celebrated at the Ceremony by being presented with a
certificate and memento from the night

This year's winner was Susan Downs and the
team of volunteers she coordinates. As a group,
they plan, manage and maintain the gardens
within Wilsden park. They have also worked
tirelessly to clear and develop the cemetery off
Lane Side, making it a place that respects those
who rest there, whilst also being a pleasant
place to walk, throughout all seasons of the
year.
Congratulations to all of the nominees, and
thank you to everyone who took the time to
nominate for the 2022 Awards. The Awards will
be back in 2023, so keep your eyes peeled for
nominations opening early next year.
Thanks are due to Wilsden Parish Council,
Bradford's COVID Recovery Scheme and also
Room2Reward who all supported the event this year.
Emma Thomas
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Winner Sue Downs &
Councillor John Turton

Message from the Chairman

Platinum Jubilee - A Royal First
Some of us do remember the coronation, but for many, the Silver Jubilee in 1977
was their first royal celebration in Wilsden. The gala committee of Wilsden Village
Society co-ordinated twelve days of events throughout the village, put on by more
than twelve different organisations, culminating in a gala for which Bradford sent
its own Jubilee float to join a procession from Birchlands Avenue up Main Street
to Townfield. The Golden Jubilee was celebrated on a smaller scale with activities
around the village hall. In Diamond year the village went for a good old-fashioned
street party with balloons, music and a magician. The ‘street’ was actually inside
the village hall as the weather forecast threatened something rather like the
original cold, wet Coronation Day. Here are a few reminders of some of those
events.
Astrid Hansen

We have now had approved and received the loan for the purchase of Bilberry
banks together with a substantial amount of very generous donations and now
have the money in our account to complete this purchase. We are currently
working our way through the legal complexities which are taking a little more
time than was first envisaged, but hopefully this will be sorted soon.
We have also now employed a part time Warden who, among other things, will
be looking after the play area and the park. Please make him feel welcome if you
see him around. We will also shortly be employing a replacement assistant Clerk
for which more details will follow.
The 20 MPH zone in Harecroft is now in its final stages of completion and the
Speed indicator devices (SID’s) should be switched on shortly showing drivers
their speed on entering the zone.
Councillor David Overend

Silver Jubilee - 1977

Climate Emergency: all go for tree planting in Wilsden!

Diamond Jubilee - 2012

St Matthews Church service
Trinity Church service
Wilsden Village Hall Fun Day

Sunday 5th June
Sunday 5th June
Sunday 5th June

9:30am
10:30am
11am-2pm

Readers will recall that the parish council declared a
Climate Emergency in January 2021, in line with over 500
other councils in England. A 9 point action plan was
identified with the first action line being to increase the
number of trees in Wilsden. The plan is to plant a new
tree for every villager in the parish – a shade under 5000
trees.
To date the parish council has overseen planting at two
sites, on Haworth Road alongside the Aire Valley Riding
School and on the allotment site behind St Matthew’s
Church. These two sites have contributed some 200 trees.
Tree planting is a seasonal activity, within a window running from autumn to
spring. The current season has now finished but there are plans in development
for extensive tree planting in the area of Shay Lane next autumn.
What is particularly encouraging to report is the number of private landowners
planting belts of trees, with at least four sites in the parish being recently planted.
The next issue of the ‘Wilsdener’ will have more photographs of some of the sites
planted so far. If you are able to assist in this scheme please contact the parish
clerk, clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Peter Ketley, Chair of the Green Spaces Committee
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