Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings 2017/18
Monday 2 October 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 6 November 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 4 December 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 8 January 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 5 February 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 5 March 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 9 April 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 14 May, Annual Meeting of the Council followed by the
parish council meeting, 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall

Issue 31 — Autumn 2017

AGM of the Village Hall Committee
Monday 23 October 7.30, Village Hall
Line Dancing with P&J Stompers
Saturday 9th December 6 p.m., Villlage Hall
Village Hall Table Top Sales First Saturday of every month 10a.m-1p.m.
Wilsden Remembrance Service
12th November 11 a.m. The Cenotaph, Main Street, Wilsden

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings
include a 20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they
wish. Agendas are available to view on the parish council
noticeboard outside the post office or on the parish council website.

Wilsden Neighbourhood Plan—Where are we now? See pages 6/7

Your Village Post Office

The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for raising police matters and
other local issues. If you have anything you wish to raise with the
Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am to 12 or
Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm where usually a councillor will be on duty.

Opened in January 2017
Read the latest updates on Page 4

The Parish Clerk is also generally available on Monday and Tuesday
mornings at the Contact Point. If you wish to see the Clerk please
ring or e-mail before making a special trip.
There is now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail
can be left for the parish council.

General contact for the Parish Council should be through the Parish
Clerk, Gail Denham on either 07875 635203 or e-mail
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk Please also visit the Parish
Council website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Do you remember this?

Turn to pages 8/9

Wilsden Wall Building Group

We have been in existence since 2008 and have built or re-built miles
of walling over the years. In the Neighbourhood Plan it states that "Dry
stone walls are of particular importance to the history and distinctive
character of the Parish Development proposals and should be
designed to retain and enhance them, where possible".
It is therefore essential that we maintain the wall building group for
many years to come and to achieve that we need new volunteers. It
is not too difficult to learn this ancient art, nor is it hard work as any
lifting is strictly supervised with emphasis on giving advice and help. It is
also fun, out in the open and gives a sense of achievement that the
walling once built should exist for 100's of years,!
Whatever age you are, you would be most welcome to join the
group, contact Tony Caunt on 273709 or speak to a Parish Councillor.
……………………………………………………………………………………..

Centenary of the First World War
On the Parish Council website, and also the noticeboard opposite the end
of Royd Street, we have been following the events of the First World War as
they unfolded week by week. Our perspective from one hundred years later
allows us the privilege of insight into why the military leaders planned
attacks when they did and why some succeeded and some failed. The
people living through the events at the time, however, knew only what they
could read in the newspapers or glean from censored letters from the Front
line. Since 2014 and the start of WW1 centenary commemorations, historian
Tim Callaghan has been compiling weekly bulletins for our village, bringing
together newspaper articles and adverts from the Keighley News together
with an overview of the military history for each week. If you have not yet
seen these on the noticeboard they are well worth a look, their sense of
history unfolding is far more immediate than just reading a book. Previous
bulletins are all still available on the Parish Council website under "About
Wilsden and Harecroft". July to November 2017 sees the centenary of that
most infamous of battles, Passchendaele. The iconic photographs of seas of
mud and blasted tree trunks show the terrible and inhuman conditions the
soldiers endured as the front line disintegrated into a series of flooded shell
holes. The low-lying marshy area had been pounded by artillery over the
preceding three years and late summer and autumn rains were the wettest
for 30 years. Men and horses literally drowned in mud if they left the duck
board tracks. The offensive continued for such a long time that a considerable part of the British and Commonwealth Armies spent time in that sector
with the loss of 275,000 Allied casualties for little gain. The weekly bulletins will
continue for another year until the centenary of the Armistice next November. There is humour as well as pathos to be found in them, take a look and
prepare to be surprised.

St. Matthew’s Church, Wilsden
St. Matthew’s Church in Wilsden is very
pleased to offer a ‘Place of Welcome’ on Friday
mornings between 10.00 a.m and 12 noon.
Read all about it on Page 5
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Left: British stretcher-bearers carrying a wounded man through knee-deep mud near the village of
Boesinghe, 1st August 1917 (via BBC News) Right: An ANZAC mule team stuck in the mud around
Passchendaele (via Imperial War Museum). Sources: Keighley News Archives (accessed via Bradford
Libraries website)
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Wilsden Gala 2017
Glorious sunshine - and just a little wind! - graced this year's Wilsden Gala,
which was bigger and better than ever before. The theme was The Great
British Outdoors, beginning with the traditional fancy dress procession up the
Main Street led by band Saxophony. All sorts of costumes were on display,
including a canoeing vicar, but the final winners of the group costume prize
were 1st Wilsden Brownies in their beautiful butterfly costumes. Lily Bradley
won best individual fancy dress for her jockey costume.
The gala queen, Amy
Bradley, was crowned by
last year's queen Abigail
Taylor, flanked by her lovely
attendants Alexi Evans-Allen
and Evie Strickland in a pair
of gorgeous matching
dresses made by gala
committee member Linda
Lancaster.
Treats on the field included
a bungee trampoline,
teacups ride, bouncy slide,
classic car display and a
wonderful selection of
traditional stalls and games.
This included a coconut shy,
pin the flower on the
scarecrow, bottle tombola,
find the needle in the
haystack, and many more. And of course many delicious refreshments,
including cakes, tea, beer and Pimms tents.
Entertainment in the central arena began with the adult tug of war competition, decisively won by the Ling Bob pub's "The Beasts", followed by a dance
display from Jennifer's Dancekool. Finally, there were the ever popular
children's races, with medals for the winners.

All in all, it was a fantastic, sunny and excellently attended event, one that
continues to get better every year! Well done to all the committee.
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Wilsden Women’s Institute
Wilsden Women's Institute has been part of Wilsden for 53 years and has
moved from the Village Hall to the School and now meets at Trinity Church
on the first Monday of the month at 7.30 pm. We now have over 70
members and at our monthly meetings we first discuss the national,
federation and local matters of interest before usually having a speaker on
a variety of subjects.
We have many social
activities - regular theatre
visits, a walking club (both
short and longer walks), a
craft group (meeting at the
Ling Bob every two weeks),
a monthly luncheon group
and many cultural outings
(smaller bi-monthly and
coach trips once or twice a
year). The ladies of the W.I.
are involved in community
projects, i.e. many help
with the weekly luncheon
club and we have fund
raised for local charities by
having Fashion Shows and have recently hosted a Tea Party for a Yorkshire
W.I. group. We have been involved with the Village Gala since the early
1970s and originally organised the local Show in the Village Hall.
On a more serious note, we have debated on resolutions that are voted on
at the National AGM such as protecting the honeybee, food labelling and
health issues. Recent resolutions have been 'Alleviating Loneliness' and
how we can help both locally and nationally and also raising the problems
of microplastic waste in our oceans through the washing process and
calling on the government and industry to commit to more research into
this.
If you are interested in joining this very active group of ladies contact the
President Sheila Nurse on 01535 274952 or visit our web site
www.wilsdenwi.weebly.com or www.facebook.com/wilsdenwi
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Wilsden Community Post Office
It is now over seven months since the Post Office
reopened and we are well established although not
quite fully self-supporting as a business. Our permanent
members of staff, Bryan and Carol, are ably supported
by many volunteers who both serve in the shop and
carry out lots of other tasks behind the scenes.
Within 4 months of reopening the Post Office counter business had reached a
similar level to that before closure and we are now looking to grow this to
new levels. There has been a recent increase in business as a result of yet
another bank closure in Bingley. Many customers are taking advantage of
being able to withdraw cash and pay in cheques to virtually all bank
accounts. We are however still getting people coming in and not realising this
is a service the Post Office can offer. You can also renew your car tax, obtain
fishing licenses and we provide many other services. Please come in and ask
if we can provide the other service you need.

A plan of course is no use unless the relevant authority accepts its validity.
That was something new for WRCC, but it was finally accepted as a working
brief in March 1974, just before the demise of the County Council in local
government re-organisation. The outgoing Council passed the plan to the
new Bradford Metropolitan District Council and although it had no legal
standing, the Bradford planners have been willing to consider it as a
framework for planning matters in Wilsden.
Details of the Plan make interesting reading. Some were taken up by WVS,
such as tidying demolition sites, opposing more demolition of improvable old
property, production of a footpath map. Some were, or still are, for other
authorities to deal with e.g. traffic speed, a pedestrian crossing, lack of
parking, school capacity. Perhaps the least likely ever to happen is the
request for a Post Office in Harecroft, ( unless the whole of Wilsden’s share of
Bradford’s housing commitment is clustered round that hamlet.)
Astrid Hansen

You can now buy Health Lottery tickets through the Post Office and we have
applied for a National Lottery terminal. We are installing a terminal that will
allow you to buy top-ups for the MCard used by regular bus and train users.
The retail side of the business has not grown as fast as we had hoped. This
needs to provide more than half the money required to make the business
sustainable in the long-term this is where we are putting our main focus.
Buying your newspaper or magazine from us is just as important in making
the business sustainable as is using the Post Office counter.
We are gradually expanding our stock of greeting cards and stationery so
please call in and see what we have to offer. We have also expanded our
stock of confectionery, hot and cold drinks and ice cream. As anyone who
has called in at either the start or end of the school day will know our
selection of 10p and 15p sweets are very popular. Our traditional bagged
sweets at £1 are also popular with all ages.
Looking back over the development of the Community Post Office it has only
been possible because we had strong community support both in terms of
the initial financial donations and the regular use of both the shop and the
Post Office.
This support is essential if we are going to achieve our aim of a sustainable
business that can invest any profits back into the community we are going to
have to continue growing. We are continuously improving our product range
so why not come and see what is new.

'WVS volunteers in 1972 clearing an eyesore at the junction of Crack Lane
and Main Street to create a garden with a footpath and a seat. More recently the land was needed as a car park for Stone Cross Apartments

Please call in regularly to support your community business.
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A Plan for Wilsden
no, not that one
In the light of the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan, it is interesting to look
back at the one published in 1971 by the newly formed Wilsden Village
Society (1970-2007). WVS members were encouraged by the recently
published (1969) Skeffington Report: People and Planning, which was such a
contrast to the top down process created by the 1947 Town and Country
Planning Act. Here at last was the revolutionary suggestion that local
residents might have some worthwhile ideas about present and future needs
of the locality.
One example of problems for the village was that a road line for Main Street,
put forward by the West Riding County Council as far back as 1930, was
never officially designated yet no one was prepared to declare it officially
void. This was causing planning blight along Main Street.
WVS members were not going to mind-read what most of the people of
Wilsden wanted. They turned to the planning department of the West Riding
County Council for practical advice, to the amazement of that body who
told them that no one had ever before asked such a thing. After meetings
with the planners, the Society conducted a large-scale study throughout
Wilsden.
One householder in four was asked to complete a lengthy questionnaire
covering many aspects of village life such as shopping, transport,
employment, schools, leisure facilities, improvements people would like to
see, developments they would definitely not want to see. The design of the
questionnaire enabled the results to be analysed in detail, divided between
residents in new or old property, by age group, length of residence, type of
employment etc. The amount of data collected, the way it is presented and
used, and the careful and thoughtful proposals represent a tremendous
achievement by a pioneering group of volunteers.
The published plan gained favourable reviews in the architectural press and
copies sold world wide, including to the Vatican Library and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Top of the list of amenities asked for was a community centre. This led to the
huge WVS project to provide a village hall, a story in itself.
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ROYD HOUSE TRUST
The Trustees of the Royd House Trust which was set up following the sale of
Royd House, Barn, and Cottages invited bids from Wilsden Community
organisations in 2016/17. Two bids were received, One from Wilsden Scouts
and one from Wilsden Village Hall. The Trustees were pleased to be able to
award £2,000 to each group.
Wilsden Village Hall were able to
purchase some new furniture as part of
its ongoing refurbishment plans. Wilsden
Scouts were able to purchase new tents
and camping gear which they have put
to good use this year.
The Trustees are inviting bids for 2017/18.
Bids will be welcome from Wilsden
community organisations for financial support for projects that will
strengthen the community and enhance the well being of Wilsden
residents and their environment. The Trust will consider bids up to a value of
£2,000. Initial expressions of interest and requests for an application form
should be sent to: Gail Denham, Clerk to Wilsden Parish Council at:
Wilsden Village Hall, Townfield, Wilsden BD!5 OHJ Tel. No 07875 635203 or
via email: clerk@wildenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Applications will be considered on their merits by an Evaluation Group of
the Three Bingley Rural Ward Councillors and a Wilsden Parish Councillor
who will make their recommendations to the Trustees.
N.B. This is not a Wilsden Parish Council Scheme, they are only acting as a
"post box".
…………………………………………………………………………………………….

PLACE OF WELCOME
St Matthew’s Church in Wilsden, is very pleased to offer a ‘Place
of Welcome’ on Friday mornings between 10.00am and 12.00 noon.
‘Places of Welcome’ has been developed as a social inclusion process, it’s
a growing network of hospitality run by local community groups who want
to make sure that everyone in their area has a place to go for a friendly
face. We offer free refreshments, biscuits and cake, simple activities like
crafts and games, and conversation if and when people want it. This
exciting initiative is supported by Bradford Council and is purely a
community project and there will be NO religious input.
Please do signpost people who you see, who you think would benefit from
this service, we also have a car collection service and if this is required —
please ring 07504628171. Everyone is welcome —do feel free to pop in
and visit us any Friday morning.
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Wilsden: a good place to live!
A Neighbourhood Plan for Wilsden and Harecroft
Bradford Council has produced a Local Plan that will shape the development of Bradford from now until 2030; at least 200 extra houses are proposed
for Wilsden! At the same time a Work Group has been working on the
development of a Neighbourhood Plan for Wilsden over the last three years .
This Neighbourhood Plan will let you have a say on issues such as housing, the
environment, local shops and businesses, education and health needs and
local transport.
IT’S YOUR HOME, YOUR VILLAGE – WHAT DO YOU WANT TO HAPPEN?
What has happened so far?
As we have developed the Plan we have consulted residents widely through
questionnaires, public meetings and discussion forums. In May the parish
council approved the draft Plan and on July 26th we completed a six week
formal consultation process that included not only residents but landowners,
potential developers, regulatory bodies and local authorities.
What does the Plan contain?
The Plan can only consider planning and cannot have policies on issues such
as traffic speeds. Virtually all possible sites within the village boundary already
have been granted planning permission and no Neighbourhood Plan can
make any changes to the Green Belt boundary. In some cases, such as at
Crack Lane, houses have already been built since the start of the plan period
and for this reason the Plan does not allocate specific housing sites. It does
contain policies that specify the maximum size of any new developments
and they type of housing. The Plan protects important local green spaces
and has policies to conserve the local built heritage.
We have now started the formal process of finalising the draft plan.
The Parish Council asked the working group to review all the responses and to
consider how the views expressed will change the final version of the
Neighbourhood Plan. A document will be produced summarising all the
consultation responses and proposals to amend the Plan. This document will
be on the Parish Council website and at key locations around the village. A
copy will be sent to everyone who submitted comments. A further public
meeting will be held to publicise the revised plan.
In addition to producing the Neighbourhood Plan it is necessary to produce a
number of supporting documents that provide the technical evidence to
support the Plan. Many of these documents are already drafted and will be
finalised as we complete the changes to the Plan.
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The Plan is then submitted to Bradford for them to formally check that all
legal processes have been followed and once this is completed the final
documents are submitted to an
independent examiner who will
check the legality.
When all these processes have been
completed the final Plan must be
approved by a majority of Wilsden
residents in a referendum. In the
period just prior to the referendum
all households will receive a copy of
the final Plan along with details of when the referendum will take place.

Let’s ensure that Wilsden stays a good place to live!
…………………………………………………………………………

Chairman’s message— Councillor Peter Allison
Before I started to write this column I thought I would look
back at the first Wilsdener column I wrote, nearly 13 years
ago, just after the Parish Council was formed. The main
theme of that article was that we would try to ensure the
more effective delivery of local services by Bradford Council
by being their “local eyes and ears”. This is still a key
objective but in the current economic climate we increasingly have to consider taking over some services if we are going to maintain or
enhance the level of services the residents of Wilsden and Harecroft want.
As an example, this year the Parish Council agreed to contribute £6,000 to
Bradford Youth Services to ensure that a youth club was maintained at the
Village Hall. We have also become the main source of external grant funding
for Wilsden Village Hall. The establishment of Wilsden Community Post Office
would have been much more challenging without the support of the Parish
Council. The Parish Council would like to take over a number of things from
Bradford, including the maintenance of the Park, if we can reach an
agreement that will ensure that residents don’t have to pay for these services
in both their council tax and parish council precept.
Looking back to when the parish council was first established, we are now
much more capable of taking on additional services and we will continue to
provide those extras that enhance our village. This year we celebrated
Yorkshire Day for the first time with flags outside businesses on Main Street and
we are always looking for ways we can improve the Christmas decorations
and hanging baskets. Both councillors and parish council staff are always
looking for ways we can improve and we also welcome suggestions from
residents.
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