Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings 2018/2019
Monday 3 December 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 7 January 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 4 February 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 5 March 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 1 April 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 13 May 2019 Annual Meeting of the Council followed by the May
2019 parish council meeting
UPDATE ON THE WILSDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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A ROYAL VISIT IN WILSDEN

Looking back to 2017 we had a major consultation for the Wilsden
Neighbourhood Plan. This identified a number of small changes that were
required to make the Plan legally enforceable and also some significant
issues that needed clarification. One of the issues where we needed
clarification from Bradford was the minimum number of houses that had to
be built in the current Green Belt. At the end of March we were told this was
at least 88. The other area that required clarification related to a significant
difference between Wilsden Parish Council and Bradford Council in the
interpretation of national guidelines about the policy areas that can be
included in a Neighbourhood Plan. This was resolved in July when the
Government issued new national guidelines and we are now moving
forward as rapidly as possible to deliver a Neighbourhood Plan that will meet
the needs of Wilsden for the next 10-15 years.
Cllr. Peter Allison
HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings include a
20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they wish. Agendas are
available to view on the parish council noticeboard outside the post office
or on the parish council website. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for
raising police matters and other local issues. If you have anything you wish
to raise with the Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am
to 12 or Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm where usually a councillor will be on duty. The
Parish Clerk is also generally available on Monday and Tuesday mornings at
the Contact Point. If you wish to see the Clerk please ring or e-mail before
making a special trip.
There is now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail can be
left for the parish council.
General contact for the Parish Council should be through the Parish Clerk,
Gail Denham on either 0738 4713156 or e-mail
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk Please also visit the Parish Council
website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Read about a special visit to a special place

A GRAND ROYAL VISIT FROM HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL
Throstle Nest Riding for the Disabled group are a charity based at the
Wilsden Equestrian Centre, Laneside. As new Chair of the group I was
delighted when I was informed The Princess
Royal would be visiting to open the new and
improved arena in October. It was the 2nd
visit from the president of the national Riding
for the Disabled Association, after the Princess initially inaugurated the previous location. The group relocated from its former
Fagley Lane base in Eccleshill last year after
the site was taken over for housing development, despite many efforts from Throstle Nest
to keep the land.
The success of the move was helped by the monies received from the
landlord and sponsors, including Wilsden Parish Council, the Marshall
family, and Sovereign Healthcare. The landlord of Fagley Lane also
financially supported the move boosting the funds to over £100, 0000.
The visit from The Princess Royal was a huge
success and a delight for the many riders and
volunteers who attend and support the
charity. We were also lucky and very grateful
to have our sponsors attend on the day and
see how their kind donations help the vulnerable adults and children within the group,
some as young as 6 years old. HRH took time
to speak to every single rider, volunteer and
sponsor on the day, asking questions about
their involvement and how they have made a
difference. Easy going and very down to earth, the Princess had much
to say about the need for the Riding for the Disabled Association and
how important it is for professionals to start to see the benefits. She is a
real advocate for the new tracker system which shows how the riders
are improving their communication skills, behaviour, confidence, as well
as physical and mental wellbeing through horses. This will now start to
evidence just how important horses are within our society and how they
can help to change lives.
To find out more about Throstle Nest Riding for the Disabled Group
please email throstlenestrda@gmail.com or contact Jeannette Wheeler
07501 257978 to arrange a visit to the centre and meet the ponies. The
next RDA session is Thursday 3rd January 1.30pm to 3pm £15.

The British team won the bronze medal but they could not afford to
stay an extra day for the presentation and so received their medals at
a later date.
Soon after the Amsterdam Olympics, Carrie started teaching
gymnastics. She set up Saltaire Ladies’ Gymnastics Club in 1929 which
she combined with her day-job of typist and book-keeper.
In 1933 she married Charles Pollard and they had two daughters, Jill
and Jan, both born in Thackley where they lived for many years.
Carrie was appointed Olympic coach to
the women’s teams for the 1948 London
games and again in 1952 at Helsinki.
Meanwhile her two daughters also
became excellent gymnasts, with Jill
competing in the 1960 Rome Olympics.
She took over from her mother as head
coach at Saltaire Gym Club for over 20
years and formed the first UK acrobatic
gymnastics squad there before further
developing sports acrobatics in Scotland.
Carrie Pollard watches Edna

In 1983 Carrie moved to Scotland to live
Gross on the beam c1936.
with her eldest daughter, but she sadly
(photo via Rio 2012 Olympic
died only a few months later on 18 March media guide)
1984.
There have been many people over the years whose lives, health and
belief in themselves have been enhanced by being coached in
gymnastics, dance and keep-fit by Carrie and her family.

We are proud to honour her memory in 2018 with a blue plaque, in the
90th anniversary year of winning her Olympic bronze medal.
Cllr. Jane Callaghan

Our NEXT BLUE PLAQUE…..
In 2019 we would like to erect a third plaque to
remember the Birmingham City and England
footballer Jeff Hall who was born in 1929 and died
of polio in 1959.
WATCH THIS SPACE!

Melanie Bruzzese, 07709 175874
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A BLUE PLAQUE FOR CARRIE PICKLES
Wilsden seems, on the face of it, to be an unlikely place to have
produced an Olympic medal winning gymnast, but
we can proudly claim this to be true.
Edith Carrie Pickles (she was always known by her
middle name) was born on 10 May 1904 at Cragg
House, (next to the sandwich shop on Main Street).
She was the second of six children. Their parents,
Sarah and Frank Pickles ran a grocery business and
by 1911 the family was living at 193 Main Street
(now part of Caterleisure).

Carrie in 1949
Carrie was probably always the daredevil of the family. An old Wilsdener
recalled the time she had been at the
top of a human pyramid in a
gymnastics display at one of the early
Wilsden Carnivals. Wilsden had its own
ladies’ gymnastics club prior to WW1.
This photo of them was taken at the
side of the Independent Chapel
Schoolroom on Chapel Row, although
Carrie is not among their number.
She became a member of All Saints Gym Club (probably linked with All
Saints Church in Bingley), then the family moved to Shipley in 1920 and
Carrie joined the Bradford Gym Club which at that time was producing
high calibre gymnasts.
When Carrie left school she trained as a shorthand typist but she
continued to train hard as a gymnast, becoming the Yorkshire County
Champion in 1924-26 and winning the British Ladies’ Championships in
1927, 1928 and 1929.
Carrie was chosen for the British ladies’ gymnastic team at the 1928
Amsterdam Olympics, her fellow Bradford Gym Club member Margaret
Hartley was also one of the twelve-strong team. This was the first year
that women were allowed to compete in gymnastics and athletics,
although only in the team gymnastics event which comprised drill,
apparatus and vault. The GB team uniform was short gym tunics, worn
a daring six inches above the knee, and black woollen stockings.
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ROYAL VISITS (OR NOT)
Unless her forebears came heavily disguised, HRH The Princess Royal is Wilsden’s first Royal visitor.
In the Domesday survey Wilsden is shown as situated in the King’s land in Craven, but there is no evidence that William I ever came to see what he had
got. No subsequent ruler seems to have paid us any attention, perhaps not
surprising, given that the population of Wilsden and Allerton combined was
estimated at around 150 in the 14th century, and had only risen to 913 by the
census of 1801.
However, while royalty may not have known about Wilsden, Wilsden certainly
knew about royalty, and from Victorian times onwards has marked royal
events with enthusiasm. For the Golden Jubilee of 1887 there was a procession
to the cricket field where tea and buns were served. For the Diamond Jubilee,
the procession included a wagon bearing a schoolgirl queen with attendants
and a bodyguard of soldiers in scarlet uniform. Wilsden schoolchildren were
given a mug bearing a picture of the Queen. Another procession, another set
of mugs for Edward VII and George V. With George’s Silver Jubilee we are
within living memory and a new and dramatic choice of celebration. One of
the four little boys chosen to light the great bonfire on Norr Hill still lives in the
village. No political correctness back then –the little girl in a surviving photo
would probably have loved to light it. For the coronation of George VI the
village buzzed with activity - teas, dances, children’s entertainments, decorated shop windows. In 1953 Wilsden had the option of joining Bingley’s celebrations but chose to form its own Coronation Committee. The big novelty this
year was the opportunity to watch the actual ceremony on television. The
coronation had led to a big increase in sales, but sets were still something of a
rarity, so several were set up in the Mechanics Institute to give everyone a
chance to see a very small, black and white image of the event without having to wait for cinema newsreels. In 1976 Wilsden made an attempt to host an
actual royal visit, though it fell at the first hurdle. The Prince
of Wales was unable to accept an invitation to open the
new village hall. However, this did not in any way deter the
village from continuing to mark royal anniversaries. Queen
Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee was marked with twelve days of
festive events, culminating in a gala and dance at its new
venue, Wilsden Village Hall. Money was raised for new playground equipment, which included, until its replacement by
more up to date apparatus, a climbing frame in the shape
of the royal cipher E II R. The Golden Jubilee was marked
Queen Jane alias Cllr.Jane
similarly but on a smaller scale, and the Diamond Jubilee
Callaghan
with a traditional ‘street’ party in the village hall. Of all these
happy occasions, it was the Diamond Jubilee that came nearest to giving us
a visible royal presence. Fortunately our Queen Jane had a happier reign
than her namesake.
Astrid Hansen
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WILSDEN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Wilsden Women's Institute continues to expand and we now have over
80 members attending our monthly meetings. During the last year we
have been able to help several community projects. We have donated
£600 to provide electric hand dryers for the toilets in the Village Hall. We
have also provided screens for the Pre-school Playgroup, also held in the
Village Hall. A Lego Club was also started at St Matthew's Church on a
monthly basis and we have donated to provide more Lego pieces.
This year we celebrated 100 years since the Suffragettes helped women
to get the vote. We enjoyed a tea party in August where we dressed up
in period costumes, complete with sashes and rosettes, reminiscent of
those ladies who battled for over 50 years to get Parliament to allow
them to have the vote. Our tea party raised £63 for the Sue Ryder
Manorlands Hospice.
We have continued with our programme of varied speakers and have
many social activities - theatre visits, walking club (both short and longer
walks), a monthly luncheon club and a craft club (meeting every 2
weeks at the Ling Bob). The craft club were able to donate £200 to the
Village Hall last Christmas and during the summer an event at the Ling
Bob raised £180 for Sue Ryder Manorlands. We also organised a
Fashion Show at the end of September and were pleased to donate a
profit of £523 to Sue Ryder Manorlands.
We meet at Trinity Church, Wilsden on the first Monday of the month at
7.30 pm. If you are interested in learning more of our very active group
please contact the President Sheila Nurse on 274952 or visit our web site:
www.wilsdenwi.weebly.com or www.facebook.com/wilsdenwi

We had to observe the children and did this
watching and writing what they were doing
and matching it to statements. We took
photographs of the children then the
observations and photographs were stuck into
a special ‘Memory Book’ which entailed lots of
unpaid work and the smell of UHU glue
throughout my house was unbelievable!
Ofsted inspection also began and our first was
something never to be forgotten. He turned
up unannounced and said he knew nothing
about the Early Years! It was a traumatic
Playtime outside Wilsden
experience but one we managed to survive and
Nursery
have been surviving inspections ever since. Then a
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage was introduced
and we had to comply with every statement containing the word ‘must’
and have regard for those that said ‘should’.
We changed our name to Wilsden Village Nursery School and the
observations and photographs went online with Early Essence so making it
was much easier to record children’s progress. Parents can access their
child’s records and add to their learning.
Over the last 31 years I have worked with some wonderful, enthusiastic,
dedicated and lovely staff who have worked hard to shape the nursery
into what it is today. We’ve also had some lovely parents on our
Management Committee who have offered us support and
encouragement and have fund raised to buy much needed equipment
for the nursery. I have loved watching the children grow and mature and
I’ve seen so many. I love the fact that parents still refer to me as their
child’s first teacher and that children still talk to me even those in their 30’s.
I’ve help to build their confidence, shared lots of fun moments, maybe
installed a love of music into them and I’ve pointed them in the right
direction at the starts of their education journey.
I will miss working at nursery and the friendships I
have made with the staff and children. I thank
everyone for all they have done for the nursery from
the staff to the parents and especially the children. I
wish the nursery every success and hope it goes from
strength to strength with the new team.
Christine Sharp
Retired Manager/Senco/Key person

Wilsden WI ladies bringing back 100 years Suffragettes
memories.
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You can find out more about us on our Facebook page
@WilsdenVillageNurserySchool and website
www.wilsdenvillagenurseryschool.co.uk.
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Happy Retirement Christine

31 YEARS EMPLOYED, ONE DAY OFF SICK AND NO NITS!
What an achievement and like all good things they must come to an
end which is why I retired from Wilsden Village Nursery School on 26 th
October.
I began working at Wilsden Playgroup 31 years ago as an assistant
working two sessions a week and earned 75p an hour! There was no
minimum wage or working living wage, I didn’t have a contract or a
job description, I just turned up, put out a few tables and chairs, sand
and water trays, a few small world toys and made up some paint and
put out some glue and things to stick. There was no planning to be
done, no children’s records as such and no Ofsted. We had fun
learning through play. All the children’s works of art were placed in a
paper wallet and handed back to the parents when the children left
us. As we weren’t open 10 sessions a week the staff went out for lunch
every Friday to the Ling Bob. It was a lovely end to the week.
At the Playgroups AGM in the
October the deputy play leader
handed in her notice from
immediate effect. I was asked
to be deputy play leader which
I accepted as my children were
at school and I loved working
with the children and at the
Playgroup. I remained in this
role for quite some time. The
playgroup went through Social
Services inspections every year
with the same inspector, and
we receive good reports.

HUNDREDS FLOCK TO WILSDEN GALA 2018
Hundreds of villagers turned out to enjoy this year’s Wilsden Gala on 1 st
July, which this year had a theme of Wilsden at the Movies.
Following a fancy dress procession through the village, the event was
opened by the 2018 gala queen, Ava Barker, with help from her
attendants – Katie Langley and Ava’s brother Toby Barker.
Children and their families were able to enjoy a variety of stalls, rides,
entertainment and games, including pony rides, a saxophone band,
magician, children’s races, dancing courtesy of Jennifer’s DanceKool,
singing from the Wilsden Primary School Choir and the ever-popular Diddy
Dennis the miniature fire engine.
Nearly £3000 was raised by the event, with donations made to the
following village groups:
Wilsden Village Hall; Wilsden Primary School; Wilsden Post Office;
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party; Lego Club; Wiltots; Friends of Wilsden Park

Christine with her Playgroup children
When the Play leader handed
in her notice I took on the role of Play leader which I loved. It soon
became a lot more complex over the coming years, we changed our
name to Wilsden Pre-school, and we opened for 10 sessions a week
and filled 28 places per session. The session times changed to three
hours long and we had to introduce a lunch club and employ lunch
club staff. We had contracts and job descriptions and our wage went
up by a couple of pence every year with the introduction of the
minimum wage in April 1999.
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L-R Toby Barker( Attendant); Ava Barker( Gala Queen); Katie Langley
(Attendant)
Photograph Courtesy of CJE Photography, Wilsden

A big thank you to everyone who came along and supported this event!
Plans for Wilsden Gala 2019 are now well underway, and the committee
welcomes new members, as well as volunteers to help on the day. If
you’d like to be involved, please email wilsdengala@googlegroups.com
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Councillor Peter Allison
As we approach the end of 2018 the Parish Council is
looking back at this past year and to previous years to
see what succeeded, what we could have done better
and then looking forward to next year. Personally I have
been very pleased with the floral displays in the hanging
baskets and the troughs this year and we hope to extend
this for next year.
There have been many significant changes since I was first elected to the
parish council in 2004. Then we were mainly a consultative and lobbying
group for the collective views of the residents of Wilsden. Now we are also
increasingly looking to deliver local services as financial cuts by Bradford
Council affect our area. This change has meant that the amount of money
we need to raise through the council tax precept has had to increase.
Although this is still small compared to other parts of the council tax bill we
are very conscious that the residents expect us to deliver value for money.
At this year’s Wilsden Gala the parish council had a stall. In addition to finding
out the issues that concern people we wanted to ask if people were willing to
pay more to maintain and improve the services in our area. We asked if
people were willing to pay an additional cost of a cup of coffee per month
(£1.25 in the Community Post Office) per household to maintain services that
Bradford was cutting. Everyone who responded said they were willing to pay
more.
I accept that this survey was unscientific and it doesn’t mean that we
propose to raise the precept by that amount next year. It does however
mean that we will continue to try to maintain the level of services in Wilsden
and Harecroft to at least their current level.
When we have taken over services from Bradford we have generally found
that we can deliver these more cost effectively and because we try to use
local businesses, this has an additional benefit to the local economy.
One challenge for next year is the impact of the 25% cut to Bradford’s
budget for litter collection etc. We are looking to try and at least maintain the
standard of service our area receives but at the moment the details of how
the cuts will affect Wilsden and Harecroft are unclear.

CRIME PREVENTION AND HOME
SECURITY
Your home is your castle and is the most expensive item
that you own, so protecting it is so important.
Regretfully, many people do not do the most basic precautions, such
as locking all windows and doors when you leave home or when you
are in your garden. An open window is an easy target for the burglar,
particularly if there is a flat roof that they can climb onto, or items they
can use to climb up such as ladders left in your garden. Many of us
have conservatories or Upvc doors that have
inadequate locks that are easily snapped
off. These are the ones that protrude out,
you need to replace with a Cylinder lock,
euro profile which meets TS 007 and is a 3
star secure diamond standard. These are
flush with the door lock and if a criminal tries
to break they will leave the centre part still in
the lock and do not allow the door to be
opened. Do not invite break ins by leaving
keys near you back or front doors,
Many cars are stolen by householders leaving the car keys where they
can be taken quickly and open the car in seconds. Also do not leave
keys in the car when you are taking shopping into your home, don’t
leave Sat Navs on display in your car.
With Christmas coming do not leave presents and purchases on the
back seat and then when you purchase a high ticket item such as a
computer don’t put the discarded packing out for the refuse collection as this advertises that you have just bought a new piece of equipment. Then when you go out leave some lights on and perhaps a radio on. I have heard you can purchase sets of LED lights that flash on
and off giving the impression that there is a TV on and someone is in
the house.
Finally, be safe and secure your home and property and have a
Happy and Safe Christmas.
Cllr Tony Caunt / Police liaison
Police Emergencies dial 999 – Non Emergencies dial 101
Making our communities safer and feel safer.
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