Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings 2019/2020
Monday 4 November 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 2 December 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 6 January 2020 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 3 February 2020 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 2 March 2020 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 6 April 2020 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 4 May 2020 7 p.m. Annual Meeting of The Council followed by the
May 2020 Parish Council meeting, Library Room, Village Hall

Issue 35—Autumn/Winter 2019

WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN/WINTER EDITION OF THE WILSDENER

Village Events
Sunday 1st December 2019-Xmas Lights Switch On 6 p.m.
Saturday 28th December 2019-Line Dancing Social Event, Village Hall
Saturday 25th January 2020 -Wilsden Twinning Association Burns Night,
Village Hall
Saturday 15th February 2020 -Line Dancing Social Event, Village Hall
Saturday 29th February 2020 -Open Mic Night, Village Hall
Sunday 12th April 2020 -Friends of Wilsden Park, Annual Easter Egg Hunt 2-4
p.m. in The Park

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings include a
20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they wish. Agendas are
available to view on the parish council noticeboard outside the post office
or on the parish council website. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for
raising police matters and other local issues. If you have anything you wish
to raise with the Council please call in on the second Saturday in the month
between 10.30 am to 12 or every Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm where usually a
councillor will be on duty. The Parish Clerk is also generally available on
Monday and Tuesday mornings at the Contact Point. If you wish to see the
Clerk please ring or e-mail before making a special trip.
There is now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail can be
left for the parish council. General contact for the Parish Council should be
through the Parish Clerk, Gail Denham on either 0738 4713156 or e-mail
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk Please also visit the Parish Council
website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Wilsden Conservative Club A Chapel? Pages 4-5

Wilsden Volunteers—What do they do? (Pages 6 –7)
Read how Wilsden Primary School are making little people safe
and meet your new Neighbourhood Warden (Page 9)

READ THESE ARTICLES AND MUCH MORE
INSIDE YOUR VILLAGE NEWSLETTER

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN, COUNCILLOR PETER KETLEY
In the time-honoured tradition, first the good news.
Wilsden Parish Council is delighted to have been awarded
the Foundation Level Award from Local Council Award
Scheme run by the National Association of Local
Councils with the Yorkshire Association of Local Councils.
The criteria for the award is peer assessed and designed to
ensure that the council meets the standards set by the
parish council sector. The scheme is intended to provide
councils with the tools to further improve performance, something we always
strive to do.
Now, the less good news.
Readers will be aware of the financial constraints under which Bradford
Council now operates and will probably be aware of its continuing nature.
The reduction in services are there for all to see on a individual level, such as
a reduction in refuse collection. At a parish level we have, in recent years,
faced the removal of flower beds from the park, a reduction in the frequency
of grass cutting of our park and verges and fewer visits from the Council
warden. Fortunately, with assistance from groups such as Friends of Wilsden
Park and the Wilsden Gardening Association, the effects of some of these
cuts has been mitigated, with the parish council providing funding for additional grass cutting which has made some improvement. The parish is now
facing new threats; the council has been advised that the funding of youth
services in Wilsden is likely to be either heavily reduced or cut altogether.
There are also potentially cuts that may threaten the viability of the village
library. Also, from next April, the national support grant given to local councils
through Bradford is removed, depriving Wilsden of £2.7K income. Whilst your
parish council will offer the strongest possible resistance we are rapidly
moving to a point where we as Wilsden and Harecroft residents need to
decide, as a community, if we are willing to accept reductions and live with
the consequences or whether we are prepared to accept the challenge of
maintaining and hopefully improving our current services. If there is a will for
the latter let there be no doubt that the consequence will be some increase
in the precept level, the only source of income available to the parish
council, apart from grants for one-off projects and money from large scale
housing developments through developer contribution. It is worth pointing
out that Wilsden's precept level is in the lower half of the amount levied by
the other local councils in Bradford and what may appear to be a significant
percentage increase actually translates into a modest cash increase. The
precept is actually less than 2% of your council tax bill.
To conclude on a brighter note. I was very encouraged by the interest shown
in organising a "Wilsden in Bloom" event for next year. The excellent turn-out
for the inaugural meeting in October was extremely encouraging and
testimony to the fact that Wilsdeners are prepared to make Wilsden a better
place to live.
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GREEN SPACES MANAGEMENT
.The Parish Council has agreed in principle an exciting new deal with Bradford Council that will allow us to be more directly involved in a number of
areas in the village and to deliver improvements that many residents have
asked for over the years. Under the terms of the agreement, reached
after extensive negotiations with Bradford Council the Parish will take over
the management of Wilsden Park, the Recreation Ground and several
other areas in the village.
The cuts experienced by Bradford Council have seen the amount of
money available to manage green spaces reduced over many years
and the parish council in association with other groups has already taken
over the management of most public flower beds in the Park and around
the village. Over the years we have received many complaints about the
frequency of grass cutting in the Park and also the fact that the grass is
not collected at the same time as cutting. After taking control we
propose to increase the number of cuts in the Park from 10 per year to 24
per year and to collect the grass. We will also be looking to introduce new
flower beds and to improve the shrub borders.
In addition to the Park we will be responsible for grass cutting of the Townfield play area, the Recreation Ground, Wilsden Cemetery on Shay Lane,
the former St Matthews graveyard on Laneside and a number of highway
verges previously cut by Bradford. Initially we will make a small increase in
the number of cuts per year from 10 to 12 and we will aim to gradually
introduce improvements whilst at the same keeping control of the costs.
Improving the management of the Park and the other areas has been an
aim for a number of years but we needed to do this in a way that doesn’t
disadvantage the council tax payers of Wilsden. The main stumbling block
has been a requirement that there is a recognition that as all council tax
payers already pay for an existing service from Bradford Council they
shouldn’t have to pay twice through the parish council precept. We
weren’t prepared to accept a situation where the council tax paid by
Wilsden residents was used to cut the grass in neighbouring villages and
Wilsden residents had to pay extra for grass cutting locally. This has been
delivered in the agreement reached with Bradford.
The target date for the Parish Council to start managing these areas is
April 1st 2020. Our aim is to deliver improvements in how these areas are
managed and we will consult with residents on the best way to deliver
this, probably through a drop-in consultation session at Wilsden Village
Hall.
One area we will be looking at is how we can manage the areas in a way
that considers the impact of climate change, to manage the land for
nature and to increase the tree cover. We will therefore be looking for
areas where we can plant more trees and areas that can be managed
as wildflower areas.
Cllr. Peter Allison
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WILSDEN SHOW 2019
The Wilsden Gardening Association held the 43rd Wilsden Show at the
Village Hall on Sunday 22nd September 2019.
With 600 exhibits on display from 50 child and 53 adult exhibitors, visitors
had the opportunity to view a colourful display of flowers, vegetables,
fruit and handicrafts.

Nearly every exhibitor won a monetary prize with the principal trophy
winners being:Children
Wilsden Parish Council Trophy and WGA medallion for most points in
Childrens’ Section - Leila Robinson.
Best Exhibit and A & C King Shield – Emily Buttery
Adults
Handicraft Trophy – Sally Scott
Bakery – WGA Tray Best Exhibit – Wendy Hume
WGA Rose Bowl Most Points – Liz Wheildon
Vegetables – L Heap Cup -Most Points - Brian King
Potato Shield – Malcolm Tordoff
J Johnson Cup for tomatoes – Malcolm Tordoff
Flowers –
Elizabeth Guest Trophy for miniature flower
Arranging – Leslie Noble.
K Parker Rose Bowl for Single Rose - Maureen Pollard,
Dahlia Trophies – Raymond Pollard, Edwin Papala,
and Derek Lodge.
R Alden Cup for Most Points – Derek Lodge
Shipley Hall Royd Band provided musical entertainment.
The WGA would like to thank everyone who supported this year’s
successful Show.
Roger Golton Show Secretary and Chairman WGA
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MEET OUR NEW COUNCILLORS AND READ THEIR STORIES
Councillor Lucy Golton
Born in the late 1970’s and growing up on Florence
Avenue, it is a pleasure to become your new Councillor
within the Parish of Wilsden. Having lived in the Village
throughout my childhood, a short spell in the village of
Eldwick, to then return back to my roots on the Main
Street in 2006 as a single parent, I appreciate everything
this village and the residents offer and there is ‘no place
like home’. Starting working life at The Five Flags Hotel, I
then moved into Estate Agency, working my way to a
Senior Valuer within the Bradford District and gaining my
qualifications. I hope that my knowledge regarding the housing market is
put to use in acknowledging what Wilsden has to provide. My greatest
passion is within horticulture. Following my father’s footstep’s, I’m a keen
gardener, being a member of the WGA, and an allotment holder here at
Wilsden and Bingley. I encourage all ages to get involved cultivating and
be enthusiastic with the land and what it can produce. I’m looking forward to working within the Parish Council and to encourage the youth of
Wilsden, our future generation, to be involved with the growth and future
of our village, whilst not forgetting the history, and to protect the Green
Spaces that we enjoy on a daily basis. I also welcome more community
activities and involvement.

Councillor John Turton
I am a newbie – both to the village (we arrived in
September 2017) and council activity. I have been
married to Annie for 38 years and have two children,
two grandchildren and a dog – all of whom live in
Yorkshire. We moved to be near the grandchildren and
wish we had done it sooner – we simply love Yorkshire
and the people within it. I am full-time employed still
and commute daily to Leeds. My wife and I adore gardens and rolling
green countryside vistas, so much so that I am a member of CPRE and
believe we need to preserve the green belts around the village from
urban sprawl as best as we possibly can. I am a keen runner and have
been fortunate enough to run several marathons around the world and
have raised just over £25,000 for charity. I also believe in medical donation
and have given over 85 pints of blood and have bequeathed my body to
science when I pass – hopefully not for a while yet though! I am passionate about trying to improve the community through my enthusiasm and a
little belligerence, focusing on improving safety, reducing petty crime and
fly tipping and improving our village hall amenities and activities.
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WHY DOES THE CON CLUB LOOK LIKE A CHAPEL?
Over the last few months, Wilsdeners, like the rest of the country, have
grown accustomed to watching political ups and downs as apparent
immovables have splintered and split, the shrunk has regrown and various
applications of cement and sticking plaster have looked unlikely to hold.
Was it as exciting and amazing in the village in the 19 th century, when it
was not a political party, but no less than the Established Church that split
apart? Possibly not, for I suspect that the four non-conformist chapels just
carried on singing hymns and putting on cracking good teas and left that
lot up Laneside (site of the original St Matthew’s from 1826, demolished
1962) to stand or fall. The trouble started after the Revd Joseph Ellis
arrived as sixth Vicar of Wilsden in 1865. His ‘high church’ practices soon
put him at odds with a portion of his flock. Mr Ellis had been a curate at
Bradford Parish Church which followed a decidedly ‘low’ tradition, so it is
hard to imagine that he came with any very alarming notions. Indeed,
the only recorded innovation seems to have been that he placed two
candles on the altar. Perhaps his congregation feared that two candles
today might lead to smells and bells tomorrow and the Spanish Inquisition
before the year was out.
By 1869, a substantial number had left St. Matthew’s and built themselves
a new church on a plot of land between Wellington Street and what we
now know as Peel Street. On a map of 1875 this was marked as Protestant
Street and the new building was known locally as the Protestant Hall
although its official title was St. James’ Free Church of England. The Revd
Harry Baldwin was appointed as its minister. The Free Church of England is
a small denomination in the evangelical tradition, which still exists, though
it now has no churches in our area. Whether the two separate
congregations had any contact with each other, we cannot know, but
when Wilsden School Board was formed in 1874, Mr Ellis and Mr Baldwin
were both elected, which could have made for some fraught board
meetings, unless both were as charitable and agreeable as one might
hope.
After Mr Ellis retired in 1888, the lost sheep trooped back up the hill to St.
Matthew’s. His successor, Mr Noblet, another Bradford Parish Church
curate, was a popular vicar who managed to please them all. The
redundant St James’ was put up for sale in 1889 and bought three years
later by Wilsden’s growing Conservative Club. Protestant Street was
renamed, safely surrounding the club with the right colour of statesmen. It
is a small building, relatively plain, and has had some alteration, but still
has a distinctly ‘churchy’ look to the outside.
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Little people to make little people safe.!
These are Parking Buddies and are now in place outside Wilsden Primary
School to prevent inappropriate parking
in Tweedy Street. Wilsden Parish Council,
Wilsden Women’s Institute and the school
paid for two parking buddies each of
which are now sited on the zig zags
outside school. The little aluminium
“people” are manufactured by “signs
direct of Shipley” and Councillor Tony
Caunt of Wilsden Parish Council has
worked for months to bring this project to
fruition in conjunction with the head
teacher Mr. John Davison who was very keen to have the six parking
buddies outside his school to keep his children safe. Cllr. Tony Caunt
============================================================

Meet Ben - Bingley Rural’s Neighbourhood Warden
Many of you will have met Ben, Bradford Council's
Neighbourhood Warden for Bingley Rural ward.
Ben has been working in this role for just over a year,
and during this time he has helped to keep the ward
clean, tidy and safe. Ben is out and about on patrol
in the five Bingley Rural villages as often as possible,
making sure that any problems he comes across are
reported to the correct agency. Ben’s responsibilities
include taking action against people who drop litter
or let their dogs foul without picking up afterwards.
He works very closely with other enforcement
agencies, such as Bradford Council's Environmental
Enforcement team and the Police. Ben also
undertakes a great deal of community work, often going out of his way to
support groups and individuals who are working to improve their local
neighbourhoods. For example, he is working with young people in
Denholme to improve the environment in Foster Park and Doe Park, and he
has helped to plant trees in Wilsden and the St Ives Estate in Harden. If you
would like to contact Ben, his details are Email
councilwarden193@bradford.gov.uk
Phone
07582 102 662 or 01274 437146
However, please note that the best way to report problems such as
blocked gullies and broken street lights is direct to Bradford Council’s
‘Council Contact’ – online at www.bradford.gov.uk or by phone 01274
431000.
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WILSDEN PLAYGROUND TO BE UPGRADED—THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Earlier this year the Parish Council set up a Play Area Working Group,
comprising three mothers (with children ranging from infant to age eleven)
and two Parish Councillors, to look at how the current play provision in the
park could be improved.
Since the play area’s installation in 2009 (which was partly funded by the
Parish Council) there had followed a decade of complaints about the
rubber mesh under the playground equipment which had been subject to
an extremely rainy autumn just after its installation. There was also a lack of
toddler-sized equipment which meant that younger children were drawn to
the bigger equipment and were sometimes over-estimating their abilities
and getting into difficulties.
We were hoping to claim the section 106 money which the developers of
Sycamore Chase at Crack Lane had had to pay Bradford Council to be
used for recreation and leisure facilities, however it seemed that Bradford
Council was considering other ideas for it,
most of them outside our village. One of
the mothers in our group set up an on-line
petition to Bradford Council asking for the
money to be spent on the playground.
The great support which this gathered
from Wilsden residents, and also that of
our Ward Councillors, was an important
factor in influencing the Council’s
decision to allow all of the section 106
money to be spent on Wilsden’s play
area.
During the summer we asked four companies to submit proposals and took
the two best plans to public consultation with parents and children at
Wilsden Gala, Wilsden Village Nursery School and Wilsden Primary School’s
Summer Fair. We got a lot of interesting feedback which was put into
revised proposals and we, together with advisers from Bradford Council,
are now at the point where we are assessing which one is the best option.
There will be further tweaks and revisions until we are satisfied that Wilsden is
getting the most value from the money available and a play area of which
the village can be proud. Work is likely to begin in Spring next year, and
there will be a short time when the playground will be out of action, but we
can be sure that it will be worth the wait.
Clllr. Jane Callaghan
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The Conservative Club was formed in 1886, with 32 members at its first
meeting in a room above what is now Wilsden House Chinese Take Away.
The committee organised serious political lectures, important in view of the
extension of the franchise recently brought about by the series of Reform
Acts from 1832 to 1884, giving voting rights to a growing number of men.
They also held social teas and suppers and soon installed a billiard table in
their new building. Possibly this, and beer at one and a half old pence a
glass, might have been as big a draw as the opportunity for political
education. They are still there, though the beer has gone up a bit.
Astrid Hansen

St James’ Free Church of England before conversion to Wilsden
Conservative Club

Pre–War High Church Pudding Recipe
From the Bradford House Recipe Book with S & M
Harrison’s Compliments
This comes with no guarantee of success and the
page is headed “To err is human; to forgive divine.”
Half pound flour, quarter pound suet, half teaspoon
carbonate of soda, 2 spoonfuls sugar, 1 teaspoonful
black currants, a cup of milk, 1 egg.
Mix well together and put into a buttered basin. Boil two to two and a half
hours. Serve with custard.
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VOLUNTEERS—WILSDEN’S LIFEBLOOD
The essential lifeblood of many communities is the large number of
volunteers who carry out a whole host of tasks, jobs and duties. It is largely
their efforts that make an area a vibrant community. This is certainly the
case with Wilsden with many people selflessly and not seeking recognition
giving up their precious time for the benefit of others and the community.
Outlined below are some of the many activities and organisations that
would struggle or not even exist without the efforts of these individuals:

The Uniformed Organisations—Scouts, Guides, Cubs, Brownies etc.
The Churches
Many of the activities carried out at the Village Hall e.g.
The Luncheon Club
Hospital to Home Transport
The Community Library
The Community Post Office
The Friends of Wilsden Park
Wilsden Gardening Association
Wilsden Walling Group
Wilsden Gala
You may also have seen people
wearing their Community Volunteer
Hi Viz jackets carrying out tasks like
Bulb and Tree Planting, Yorkshire
Flags, Christmas Trees and Lights,
L-R Volunteers Simon Dickerson and Paul Bexon
Litter Picks etc. often under the flag
of the Parish Council. Whilst Parish Councillors are elected representatives
they give many additional hours above their statutory duties for free to try
to make Wilsden a good place to live and work in (we don’t always
succeed).
Additionally it is often the same people who are involved in a number of
voluntary activities. We would like to say A BIG THANK YOU to all these
individuals and we are sure that this sentiment is shared by the residents of
Wilsden. We apologise if we have missed any individuals or any
organisations in this short article.

AND HERE ARE MORE PICTURES OF SOME OF
WILSDEN’S VOLUNTEERS

The Luncheon Club Ladies

Wall Building

Tree Planting

Bark Spreading in Wilsden Park

==========================================================

NEW CAR PARK FOR WILSDEN VILLAGE HALL

It’s finally here Wilsden Village Hall’s new car park. A big thank you goes
to Wilsden Parish Council and Bradford MDC for their support and also to
Simon Dickerson, our Chairman, who has worked hard to bring this to
fruition. Millton Pearson, Wilsden Village Hall
(Photographs courtesy of Cllr. Tony Caunt)

We appreciate that people live busy lives and that leisure time is precious
but if you can spare a few hours we are sure there is a job, group or
organisation that would benefit from your skills and enthusiasm. If you are
interested but don’t where to start please contact the parish council clerk
on either 07875 635203 or e-mail clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
Cllr. Trevor Dufton
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