Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings 2019
Monday 13 May 2019 7 p.m. Annual Meeting of the Council followed by the
May 2019 parish council meeting. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 3 June 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 1 July 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 5 August 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 2 September 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 7 October 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 4 November 2019 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 2 December 2019 7 p.m. Library Room Village Hall

Issue 34—Spring 2019

WELCOME TO THE SPRING EDITION OF THE WILSDENER

Village Events
Sunday 12th May 2019 - Spring Fayre, Village Hall, 2 p.m.
Saturday 18 May 2019 - Mama Mia Sing-Along Night, Village Hall, 7.15 p.m.
Saturday 1 June 2019- Beer Festival, Village Hall
Sunday 30 June 2019 - Wilsden Gala, 2 p.m.
Sunday 14 July 2019 - Man On The Moon 50 event, Wilsden Park, 2-4 p.m.
Sunday 22nd September 2019 - Wilsden Show, Village Hall, 2 p.m.
,

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings include a
20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they wish. Agendas are
available to view on the parish council noticeboard outside the post office
or on the parish council website. The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for
raising police matters and other local issues. If you have anything you wish
to raise with the Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am
to 12 or Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm where usually a councillor will be on duty. The
Parish Clerk is also generally available on Monday and Tuesday mornings at
the Contact Point. If you wish to see the Clerk please ring or e-mail before
making a special trip.
There is now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail can be
left for the parish council. General contact for the Parish Council should be
through the Parish Clerk, Gail Denham on either 0738 4713156 or e-mail
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk Please also visit the Parish Council
website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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What Happened at Cragg House, Main Street in March 2019? (Page 3)
Read How Wilsden Parish Council Green Spaces Group Are Enhancing the
Villages of Wilsden & Harecroft (Pages 6/7)
The History of Royd House, Wilsden Park (Pages 8/9)

READ THESE ARTICLES AND MUCH
MORE INSIDE YOUR VILLAGE NEWSLETTER

Chairman’s message
Councillor Peter Allison
By the time you read this article a new parish
council will have been elected. All councillors must
apply for re-election every four years. Whether or
not I am re-elected as councillor I don’t expect to
be chairman as we have an agreement that no
councillor will normally serve as chairman for more
than two years.

THROSTLE NEST RDA GROUP AT
WILSDEN EQUESTRIAN CENTRE
HELPING TO CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS OF
RIDING FOR THE DISABLED
We are very proud of our group who have worked creatively together
to produce their Dream Pony artwork and Through The Years collage,
which will be entered into the Regional Art Competition (The youngest
being only 7 years old).
We wish them the very best
of luck with their entries but
most importantly it was just
wonderful to see our riders
having so much fun and
working together in a
creative way.

This year three councillors decided not to stand for re-election and we
have sufficient candidates in the Wilsden ward to result in an election
taking place.
I would first of all like to record my thanks to the three retiring councillors,
Ray Graham, Helen Baranowski and Paul Howcroft. Ray has served as
councillor since we started in 2004 and over that time he has been
involved the coordination of Community Speedwatch, served on the
police liaison group and has been active member of the Green Spaces
Committee. Although he is retiring as a councillor I know Ray will
continue to be involved in a number of our activities such as being a
driver for our Volunteer Car Scheme. Helen and Paul have decided not
to stand again for the parish council because of pressure of work.
Although they have not served as a councillor for as long as Ray they
have both made a valuable contribution to our work. Helen will continue
to be involved with our Play Area working group and Paul will continue
to help us to try to find ways to reduce the speed of traffic in Harecroft.
Looking forward to the next four years I anticipate that Wilsden Parish
Council will be delivering more services both because of the cuts
imposed on Bradford Council budgets and because electors are asking
us to do more.
We are also looking at different ways that services can be managed.
One idea that is being considered is to identify areas that can be
managed as wild flower areas. In discussion with Bradford Council we
have identified a suitable area of Wilsden Cemetery. This is away from
the current burial area and is unlikely to be required for burials for many
years. We will shortly be carrying out a formal consultation to ensure that
the friends and relatives of those buried at the cemetery are comfortable with these proposals. We will also be looking for other areas that can
be managed to promote wildlife.

Dream Pony

Through The Years

Throstle Nest are also very excited about
kick starting our ASDAN educational programme after securing funds
from the Snowball Charity. Our RDA students will now be able to
embark on a national curriculum pony care workbook which will give
them a sense of achievement and reward, essential for many of our
riders who would otherwise struggle.
Many of our riders, including RDA, take up Pony Club Membership and
work very hard to earn their badges and
certificates. We would like to
congratulate one of our
Pony Club Members who
went to Milton Keynes after
qualifying for the finals of the
Winter Triathlon Championship, representing
Throstle Nest at Wilsden EC. Jess did really
well against all the top Junior Triathletes, held
Jess Winter—Triathlon
her own with a personal best in running and a
better overall than at the area qualifier. Well
done Jess for your remarkable achievements, we look forward to
seeing your progress this year.
Throstle Nest Riding for the Disabled Group are a charity. If you would
like to volunteer and help support our group please get in touch
throstlenestrda@gmail.com Follow our Wilsden Equestrian Centre
Facebook page.
Melanie Bruzzese (Chair)
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A Second Blue Plaque for Wilsden – Carrie Pickles

WILSDEN PARK
An official unveiling of a new Wilsden
Park Stone Plaque took place on
Saturday 13th April. The unveiling was
organised by Wilsden Parish Council
Green Spaces Committee. The plaque
was kindly donated to the park by
Miguel Schreck of the New Inn and Kevin
Knowles from Stone Finish Memorials and
installed by Graham Horsley, Wilsden
local builders.
Pictured L-R Miguel Schreck, Kevin Knowles, Sue Downs (Friends of Wilsden Park) and Lyndsay Horsley
(Graham Horsley Builders) Photograph courtesy of Tony Caunt

And courtesy of Astrid Hansen this is how the entrance to the Park looked before Spring
Terrace was demolished in July 1970

FRIENDS OF WILSDEN PARK EVENTS
This year has seen our sixth annual Easter Egg Hunt in the
park on Easter Sunday afternoon and we had glorious
sunshine for the egg hunts and the egg and spoon
races.
We operate on a shoestring budget but our events are
free of charge and suitable for the whole family from
babies to grandparents. Our next event will be a space
adventure, with a lunar module landing in the Park on
Sunday 14th July, in honour of the fiftieth anniversary of
the first man on the moon. Wannabe astronauts are
invited to dress up and join in the fun. There will be moon
boot races for all ages, rocket building and other space
themed activities and, of course, it’s free of charge. We
hope that you’ll come along on Sunday 14th July 2019, 24 p.m.in the Park.
We can be contacted via the Parish clerk (07384 713156
or clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk).
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2019 Easter egg hunt winner
with his egg, kindly donated
by Wilsden Co-op

Man on the Moon 50

On a sunny Tuesday at the end of March about fifty
people squeezed into the front garden of 149 Main
Street (between the Sandwich Shop and Crack
Lane) to see the unveiling of a blue plaque in
memory of Wilsden-born gymnast Carrie Pickles by
her two daughters, Jill Livingstone and Jan Drew.
Members of Carrie’s family, and champion
gymnasts who had been taught by her, had
travelled from as far afield as Devon, Scotland and Wales to participate.
Many of them had a lifelong commitment to gymnastics and are still involved at a high level in organising the sport and they felt a deep gratitude for Carrie’s influence on their own careers.
Following the unveiling, Jill and Jan presented Gail Bennett, head coach
of Saltaire Gym Club, with an engraved silver trophy which had been
purchased with donations that had been received over and above the
target total needed for the blue plaque. The gym club (originally known as
Saltaire Ladies’ Gymnastics Club) had been started by Carrie soon
after she won her Olympic bronze medal as part of the 1928 ladies’ British
gymnastics team. Besides teaching countless local children for over sixty
years, she also coached the British teams at the 1948 and 1952 Olympics.
The trophy bears her married name, Carrie Pollard, because this is how she
is remembered by all the gymnasts who came under her guidance, whilst
the blue plaque bears her maiden name,
Carrie Pickles, by which she was known in
the village.

Members of Carrie Pickles’ family outside 149 Main
Street. Front: centre and right are her daughters Jill and
Jan. Jill holds the shield into which are set Carrie’s
Olympic bronze medal and three participation medals
as competitor and coach.

Jill and Jan present the engraved silver trophy to
Gail Bennett, head coach of Saltaire Gym Club.

During reminiscences over a buffet at the Village Hall, the parish council
learned that, to the best of British Gymnastics’ knowledge, Carrie’s blue
plaque is the first one for an individual gymnast and they are very proud
that she has been recognised.
We too are proud of our Wilsden lass and what she achieved.
(Cllr. Jane Callaghan)
Photographs Courtesy of Tony Caunt (LRPS)
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Wilsden Community Post Office Celebrates Its Second
Birthday With A Lottery Funded Refit
When the Community Post Office reopened in January 2017 all our focus
was on converting the premises in order that it could operate separately
from the adjoining residential
property and we had very
little money with which to refit the
shop. From the start we have been
clear that our primary aim has
been to maintain Post Office
facilities in the village, and we
recognise that the revenue from
the Post Office alone is
not sufficient to sustain the
business in the long term.
The Post Office continues to
grow and is well ahead of forecast
and all the signs for 2019 are positive, however, we need to achieve
better growth in other areas in addition to the Post Office. Sales of
newspapers, magazines, confectionery, greeting cards and stationery
continue to grow but we have always recognised that the way we have
displayed them was not ideal. It was always our intention to try and
obtain grant funding to allow us to refit the shop area with displays that
were more suitable for the products we are selling. In November we were
fortunate to receive a £7,500 grant from the National Lottery Community
Fund to refit the shop area.
This grant has allowed us to refresh the whole area with new flooring, new
displays for our main products areas including a new fridge and freezer
for cold drinks and ice cream. In planning the work we have been very
fortunate to receive expert advice and support from suppliers such
as Bartuf, who have provided the display shelving. The feedback we
have received from our customers has
all been positive and we trust this will
encourage even more people to use
the business and ensure that we
continue to grow towards the longterm sustainability that will allow us to
direct our profits to support other
community enterprises in Wilsden.
(Cllr. Peter Allison)
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Under Bradford Council’s care, the park was maintained but the house fell
into some disrepair and became unfit for public use. At a time before
Wilsden had its own Parish Council, it fell to Wilsden Village Society to enter
into discussions about the future of the house and to ensure that proceeds
from its sale continued to be available in the terms of the Amblers’ original
gift for the use and benefit of the inhabitants of Wilsden. To this end the
Royd House Trust was registered in 1997.
Information regarding applications for grants from the trust can be found
on the Parish Council website. www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk

Astrid Hansen

Royd House shortly before it was sold by Bradford Council
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History of Royd House
One of the leading figures among the growing number of entrepreneurs to
arise in Wilsden in the early days of its phenomenal 19th century growth was
George Hanson who joined George Tweedy’s spinning company at Albion
Mill as book-keeper in 1810.
Hanson also prospered by building cottages to house the numbers of
people moving into the area to find work. While workers’ cottages were
generally built as terraces, two of his houses, built in a field called Royd
Butts, were semi-detached and housed two widows of local manufacturers,
Elizabeth Bentley whose husband had been a partner in Birkshead Mill, and
Isabella Anderson, widow of John Anderson of Spring Mill. These ladies were
living there in 1837 when the houses were valued for rating purposes.
Later, Samuel Ambler of Prospect Mill converted the two houses into one
and named it Royd House. In 1919 the house and its garden were given by
Mr Fred Ambler and Mr George Saville Ambler, in memory of their parents
Mr & Mrs Samuel Ambler who had lived there for many years, for the use
and benefit of the inhabitants of Wilsden.
The garden, featuring an attractive circular flower bed, formed the nucleus
of Wilsden Park. Churches, chapels and other local organisations were
happy to use it for rose days and garden parties. The house served the
community in a variety of ways, providing rooms for meetings, a library and
reading room and a baby clinic. For a while it provided a base for local
Meals on Wheels deliveries.
There are still Wilsden mums who will remember taking their babies to be
weighed and getting their orange juice and rosehip syrup at Royd House
but there is unlikely to be anyone who remembers how welcome it was
when four baths for public use were installed in a building behind the house
at a time when few houses could boast a plumbed bathroom – even the
soap was provided.
Until the mid 1960s, the house and park were almost Wilsden’s hidden
assets, as the whole of the area between 134 Main Street and Krave at 126
was occupied by two streets of cottages, Spring Terrace and King Street,
covering what is now a broad path into the park between lawns and
flowerbeds and the whole of the car park.
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WILSDEN VILLAGE HALL
THE NEW HEATING SYSTEM AND INSULATION
Thanks to the ever-vigilant Parish Council representative trustees, Wilsden
Village Hall was able to make a timely and successful funding application
to the Rural Development Programme for England South
Pennines LEADER fund. In
England, LEADER is the delivery
mechanism for funding from the
Rural Development Programme
for England funded through the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development
(EAFRD). This is EU funding that is allocated to
projects, with support available for small
businesses, tourism, community ventures,
farm, and forestry businesses. An 80%
grant of the total cost of £53,189.00,
has enabled the village hall to replace the original boilers and
radiators (installed in 1976) throughout the hall and also bring the
loft insulation up to current specifications. The additional 20% was
funded via a loan from the Key Fund and by using some of the funds
donated to the village hall 40 Candles appeal (thank you to all those who
contributed to the fund). Key Fund are a specialised lender to community
and social enterprises especially those who find it difficult to borrow money
from traditional banks. For those of you with a technical leaning, a tricky
element of the new installation was linking the new boilers to the existing
pipework. The old system was designed to operate at a lower pressure than
the new one. The solution was to install a heat exchange system. This entails
operating two closed systems which are linked by a heat exchange plate.
The heat transfers from the high-pressure system to the low-pressure system
via the plate, heating the water in the low-pressure system. The new system
is zoned enabling the various parts of the hall to be heated or turned off as
required and is therefore much more efficient. Estimates from Leeds
University suggest the hall should be able to save between 25 and 30% of its
spend on energy, whilst also reducing our impact on the environment.
Wilsden Village Hall hosts 29 groups which deliver 33 regular sessions each
week. These range from dance classes, youth clubs, art classes, taekwondo
and yoga through to a luncheon club, uniformed groups and the Wilsden
Thursday afternoon group. Recent community events have included our
Club 60 – 100 evenings, theatre productions Happy Jack, The snow queen,
a Family fun day, with Paw Patrol and our Count Down to Christmas with
Santa and Olaf, not forgetting the donkey. Future events include a Mama
Mia sing-along night (18th of May) and the return of our famous beer festival
(1st June).In addition, our main hall, meeting room and youth centre are
available for hire. To find out more about Wilsden Village Hall please visit our
Facebook page or our website www.wilsdenvillagehall .co.uk
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GREEN SPACES — WILSDEN & HARECROFT
The Parish Council has had a Green Spaces Group for a number of years.
However, recognising the importance of this issue to the public the Council
established a permanent Green Spaces Committee in Autumn 2018. It is
made up of Parish Councillors and representatives of Wilsden Gardening
Association, Friends Of Wilsden Park and the Area Warden appointed by
Bradford Council.
It is important to remember that the primary responsibility for the
maintenance of the village’s public Green Spaces still lies with Bradford
Council.
The major remit of the Committee is to:
Consider ideas for the management, enhancement and maintenance of
Wilsden & Harecroft’s Green Spaces. The term Green Spaces also to
include Christmas Trees/Lights, Yorkshire Flags and any other matter referred
to it by the Parish Council.
Over the last couple of years, the Group and subsequently the Committee
has:
 Planted 000’s of Daffodils and other Spring Bulbs in old and new locations
around the village.
 Assisted with The Friends of Wilsden Park
who have taken
over responsibility
for the beds in the
park. This has
involved additional
planting, a new
bench and a new
plaque at the
entrance (provided by two local businesses — The New Inn and Stone
Finish Memorials).
 Organised the Summer planting including additional Hanging Baskets,
Troughs and Large Planted Tubs.
 Maintained the Village Green
 Organised additional grass cutting and collection in the Park.
 Attempted to resolve individual green spaces issues e.g. overhanging
trees and bushes and obstructions but recognising that the PC has limited
powers in these matters.
 Providing the Christmas Trees and Lights to Commercial Premises.
 Extending the provision of major tree lights at Crooke Lane, The Park and
adjacent to the Suite Centre. This also includes the maintenance of the
tree lights at Trinity and St. Matthews Churches.

 Assumed responsibility for the War Memorial from Bradford Council.

6

Plans for the future include:

 Maintenance and extending the areas of bulb planting
 Extending and developing Summer planting, tubs and hanging
baskets etc.

 Taking responsibility for the Bus Shelter and adjacent land (below the
Co –op).

 Additional tree planting and the establishment of a wild flower area.
 Maintain and enhance the Christmas Tree and Light provision.
 Work towards the full Asset Transfer of the Public Green Spaces from
Bradford Council to the Parish Council.
We know and appreciate that many
of other groups and individuals work
hard to make Wilsden and Harecroft
a pleasant place to live. We are
always happy to co-operate with and
support groups and individuals. We
also welcome suggestions or ideas as
to how we can improve our Green
Spaces, recognising the limited
powers and funds the Parish Council
has.
Much of the work above is carried out by
Council members and volunteers for which we
are most grateful. Any offer of assistance in the
work we carry out by giving a few hours of your
time or letting us have your views and ideas as to
how we can improve our Green Spaces would
be most welcome. (Cllr. Trevor Dufton)

We can be contacted via the Parish Clerk on either 0738 4713156 or
e-mail clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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