Village Diary
Wilsden Parish Council Meetings 2018
Monday 14 May, Annual Meeting of the Council followed by the
parish council meeting, 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 4 June 7 p.m. Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 2 July 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 6 August 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 3 September 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 1 October 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 5 November 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall
Monday 3 December 7 p.m., Library Room, Village Hall

Science Fair Saturday 12th May, 2-4p.m. Wilsden Trinity Church
Talk on Alfred Fowler 12th May, 7 p.m. Wilsden Trinity Church
Spring Fayre Sunday 13th May, 2 p.m. Wilsden Village Hall
Wilsden Gala Sunday 1st July, 2 p.m.
Wilsden Show Sunday 16th September, 2 p.m. Wilsden Village Hall

Issue 32 — Spring 2018
Do You Know Where The Blue Plaque is
in Wilsden?
See Pages 1 and 2 about a remarkable
man born in Wilsden in the year 1868.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
All our meetings are open to the public and full Council meetings
include a 20 min. session where residents can raise any issues they
wish. Agendas are available to view on the parish council
noticeboard outside the post office or on the parish council website.
The Contact Point at the Village Hall is for raising police matters and
other local issues. If you have anything you wish to raise with the
Council please call in on either Saturday between 10.30 am to 12 or
Thursday 1.30 to 4 pm where usually a councillor will be on duty.

Hewenden Viaduct — Wilsden Railway Station — Harecroft

INTERESTED? Turn to pages 8/9
The Chairman’s
Voice

The Parish Clerk is also generally available on Monday and Tuesday
mornings at the Contact Point. If you wish to see the Clerk please
ring or e-mail before making a special trip.

Your Parish
Council
updates on
Pages 6/7

There is now a post box in the Village Hall where messages and mail
can be left for the parish council.

General contact for the Parish Council should be through the Parish
Clerk, Gail Denham on either 0738 4713156 or e-mail
clerk@wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk Please also visit the Parish
Council website at www.wilsdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Who made this display? Take a look
at Page 10

Alfred Fowler Born In Wilsden on 22nd March 1868
How did the seventh of eight children of illiterate mill-worker
parents become a world-leading Professor of Astrophysics?

Alfred Fowler was born in Wilsden on 22nd March 1868. The expectation was
that he and the other children would follow their parents into the textile mills.
His parents must have wondered how they produced this prodigy who
excelled at maths. When Alfred was four he lost his closest brother and
witnessed the effect on his father’s mental health. When he was eight the
family moved to Keighley and Alfred flourished at Eastwood School and
Keighley Trade & Grammar School. At just fourteen years old he went to
London to study at the Normal School of Science (now Imperial College). The
day after his eighteenth birthday his father committed suicide. Perhaps it is not
surprising that Alfred was quiet and reserved, and that he threw himself into his
work with an all-consuming energy. He became assistant to Norman Lockyer,
Head of Astrophysics at the college and the Director of the Solar Physics
Observatory.
Their work concentrated on Lockyer’s theories about the evolution of stars
from nebulae. Alfred focussed on identifying the elements present in the
spectra of stars. The light from the sun was photographed using a camera with
a prismatic lens which split the light into various bands. The best opportunity
for doing this was during an eclipse and they chased eclipses around the
world with Alfred becoming an expert at the photography and interpretation
of the spectral bands. He also proved that areas of sunspots are cooler than
the surrounding areas of the sun.

2

Inn Churches Night Shelter for Homeless People
For a week between Christmas and
New Year St. Matthew’s church again
hosted a night shelter for the homeless
under the guidance of the Bradford
charity Inn Churches. Over 6 nights 84
volunteers from Wilsden and the
surrounding villages filled 120 slots,
transporting, cooking, greeting and
caring for up to 12 homeless people.
Eight more tidied and cleaned the
church each morning, making it as
homely as possible. Last year our 12
guests were all male, which made for
easier organisation, but this time, at
Men’s Quarters
short notice, Juli Thompson, the very
persuasive CEO of Inn Churches, asked if we could care for a married
couple.
Rising to the challenge we borrowed a gazebo and set up the church for
them. Surprise, surprise, two women turned up on the first night so the
gazebo became their night quarters. The numbers of guests varied, with
usually between 10 and 12 staying the night but on New Year’s Eve the
attractions of Bradford outweighed the fleshpots of Wilsden and we had
more volunteers than guests.
This year a very virulent virus laid waste to several of our volunteers but our
wonderful team was able to fill the gaps and maintain the high quality
service.
Inn Churches is a unique Bradford
charity devoted to helping homeless
people. In 2017 it provided 1344 bed
spaces to 42 different homeless guests
over 15 winter weeks and found longer
term accommodation for 26 guests.
The charity also provided 120 starter
packs for people moving into their own
accommodation for the first time and
kept 125 people warm in their own
homes with bedding and food. More
information about their various
activities can be found on their
website: www.innchurches.co.uk.
St. Matthew’s is proud to host the night shelter on their behalf and extremely
grateful to the many volunteers who gave their time over the festive season
to make the project a success.
David Haigh
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Child Care at Wilsden Village Hall
Wilsden Village Nursery School has catered for
the educational needs of children in the village,
and surrounding area, for over forty years. In that
time, it has evolved from a village play group into
a thriving Pre-School. The Nursery is situated in the
heart of the village at the Village Hall and is open
weekdays from 0900 to 1500 (term time only) and
is run by an enthusiastic and well qualified team.
Well Done to the Nursery children in making
The Nursery offers exciting
opportunities for
learning through play, with access to a safe outside this fantastic Easter display
area, available all year round. We hold regular Learning Together’ days
where parents and carers are invited to participate in fun themed activities.
Our recent Easter celebration proved very popular. (see our Facebook
page). The Nursery offers sessional or full day care with free places available
subject to age and eligibility. Please address admission enquiries to Jayne
Wynn or Sally Scott Tel: 01535 275534 Email: wvnurseryschool@btinternet.com
After School and Holiday Club provides excellent professional and affordable
childcare after school and in the school
holidays, for children from the age of 3. We
collect children from Wilsden Primary
School every day, we then walk across to
the Village Hall where we are based. We
also collect children from Wilsden Nursery
School. Once at the hall the children split
into two age groups. Children aged 3 – 8
use the lower hall and children aged 8 – 11 use the small upstairs hall. Once
back from school the halls are set up ready for play. We also have a daily
adult led activity if the children want to take part. This can range from crafts,
cooking/baking, games, nature walks…. Our list is endless. Most weeks we
follow a certain theme, so our activities are planned around this. The children
also have access to an X Box and I Pads . We serve a healthy snack each
evening, where children are encouraged to set their own place at the table
and clear away after themselves. Fresh fruit, juice and water is available at all
times. We will also cater for any special diets. We also have a large outdoor
play area and provide outdoor play every day. Holiday Club runs in
conjunction with Wilsden Primary School but your child does not have to be a
pupil there to attend our holiday club. We take children from any School.
Does this sound like something your child would enjoy? Our opening times
are: Monday - Thursday 3.30pm – 6.00pm and Friday 3.30pm- 5.30pm (After
School) Monday – Friday 8.00am – 5.30pm (School Holidays) Half Day
sessions are also available. For more information call Claire on 07717250433 /
or E Mail ascwvh@btconnect.com
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After Lockyer retired, Alfred was appointed as Head of Astrophysics and
started to step out from Lockyer’s shadow. In 1913 Alfred’s meticulous
measurement of the spectral lines of hydrogen and helium caused Niels
Bohr to revise his calculation of the Rydberg constant in his theory of
atomic structure. Spectroscopy gained a sudden prominence and Alfred
was a world-leading expert in it.
Award after award was conferred on him: Fellow of the Royal Society in
1910, Valz prize (Paris Academy of Sciences) in 1913, Gold Medal of the
Royal Astronomical Society in1915, Draper Medal in 1920, Bruce medal in
1932, CBE in 1935.
He was instrumental in setting up the International Astronomical Union and
was their first general secretary. Yet he was still a person who shunned the
limelight and preferred to be behind the scenes.
And so today Alfred Fowler is all but forgotten. When he died in 1940 a
former student and colleague wrote:
“Few men have seen so large a proportion of their work become a
common possession of which not many remember the source. He was
content that it should be so. His satisfaction came from the consciousness
of work well and truly done, that would outlive his own name.”

THE BLUE PLAQUE
The blue plaque was erected
in time for the 150th
anniversary of Alfred Fowler's
birth and is situated on the
gable end of Moss Row facing
the Main Street. Despite
extensive research the exact
cottage could not be
identified but it was either on
Moss Row, Crabtree Square
(now small car park behind
the three trees) or Main Street
itself between Moss Row and
Rose Cottage farm.
We hope the presence of the blue plaque will result in more people
wanting to find out more about this important son of Wilsden.
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THE DEFIBRILLATOR AT WILSDEN VILLAGE HALL
Wilsden Village Hall’s defibrillator
is now accessible 24/7
Wilsden Parish Council has paid for
a cabinet for the Village Hall’s
defibrilllator allowing it to be moved
to the outside of the building in a
cabinet with a combination lock.
This means that it is now accessible
24 hours a day, seven days a week
by dialling 999.
It is located near the main door on
Townfield, check the photo and
look out for it. If someone has a
cardiac arrest, getting a efibrilllator
to them and giving an electrical
shock to the heart within minutes will significantly increase their chances of
survival.
CARDIAC ARREST? How do you know? They will lose responsiveness almost
immediately and show no other signs of life, such as breathing or movement.
If you see someone having a cardiac arrest, you need to act quickly as
they’ll only have a chance of surviving if they receive life-saving first aid
immediately.
Call 999 and give immediate CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation). Learn how
to give CPR by looking for first aid courses locally online, you can even
YouTube it, follow the link here.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGznNGtT4xw
Remember the ‘Staying Alive advert with Vinnie Jones? Even if you have had
no training, giving CPR is still the person’s best chance. The chance of doing
any harm is negligible and far outweighed by preventing death.
Send another person to get the defibrillator.
Once the defibrillator is brought to you, there is an ‘on’ switch and once
activated it tells you what to do to make it work and prompts you through
the processes. Do not interrupt CPR unless the defibrillator tells you to, and
keep going until
• emergency help arrives and takes over
• the person starts showing signs of life and starts to breathe normally, or
• you are too exhausted to continue
The British Heart Foundation has a video which shows how a defibrillator
works. Follow the link below.
https://www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/how-touse-a-defibrillator
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Trains ran to Bradford and some would enjoy the convenience of that
journey, but other canny Wilsdeners were known to take the train only as
far as Thornton and finish the journey to Bradford by tram which was
cheaper. In 1916 the third class fare from Wilsden to Bradford was 8d
(3.5p) so even allowing for inflation the saving cannot have been great,
but it all adds up – and they were Yorkshiremen.
Direct trams from Bradford never came nearer to Wilsden than the
terminus known as The Bogs at the junction of Prune Park Lane and Stony
Lane.
Wilsden station closed to passengers in 1955 under the plans developed
by Dr. Beeching and closed completely in 1963. Local councillors, MPs
and parliamentary candidates fought in vain against the decision.
Fortunately the threat to demolish the viaduct was averted and it has
become part of the Great Northern Trail, accessible to walkers, wheelchair
users and cyclists, offering stunning views of our beautiful countryside.
Queensbury triangle was a complex station, of great interest to railway
enthusiasts. This too suffered under the Beeching axe. Queensbury tunnel
is another piece of railway history with the potential to become part of a
cycle trail and there is an ongoing campaign to bring this about as an
alternative to it being blocked off and lost forever.
Astrid Hansen

Wilsden Station in the 1950’s
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Harecroft – gateway to the world?
Wilsden may have been a densley populated and thriving industrial village
in the 19th century, but you will not find a trace of that century’s most
significant advance in transportation of materials, goods and people
anywhere within sight or sound of Main Street. For that you must turn to little
Harecroft, a couple of miles away. Here there was an old public house
called the Craven Heifer. By 1886 this had re-invented itself into the much
grander sounding Station Hotel. Nearly opposite the hotel a steep road runs
down to a little group of buildings with that unmistakable railway look about
them. This was Wilsden Station. It opened for freight in 1884 and for
passengers in 1886. Lines from Bradford and Halifax already brought
passengers via Queensbury as far as Thornton by 1879 but progress on the
next stage of the planned line to Keighley was slow and expensive, involving
difficult tunnels and viaducts. At £282,000 this was said to be the most
expensive stretch of line in the country. Hewenden viaduct has 17 arches of
50ft span and stands 123ft high. Because of the unstable nature of the
ground, the massive piers needed foundations 62ft deep. It is hard to
imagine how these were dug with the equipment then available.

New Parish Councillor
Hello, my name is Paul Howcroft and I am your
new Wilsden Parish Councillor elected in March
2018 and I represent the Harecroft Ward.
Originally from Halifax, I have lived with my
family in Harecroft for 5 years and absolutely
love the area. We have a daughter who
attends Harden Primary School. After spending
20+ years in Engineering I decided to set up my
own business selling Fancy Dress Costumes
online which now employs more than 20 members of staff.
Like many residents we became increasingly concerned by the number of
burglaries and thefts within the village. With the help of friends we
established a local community Facebook page and WhatsApp group for
Harecroft to better improve awareness of crime, communication and also
engage with other community activities and groups. It was only through
meeting more and more residents that I learned of their additional
concerns. Being on the border of Wilsden it is of shared opinion that
Harecroft has been forgotten. Given the many improvements made by the
Council within the Wilsden Ward, I jumped at the opportunity to join once
this vacancy became available. I feel passionate in bringing a much
needed voice for Harecroft and I am extremely keen as a parish councillor
to make any improvements.
…………………………………………………………………………………………...

Royd House Bowling Club

Wilsden station was not much help to Wilsden manufacturers for moving
their goods, being so far from the village but it provided a useful source of
coal, particularly of higher quality than the local pits produced and so more
suitable for domestic use. Later the mills also got their coal by rail as local
supplies diminished. Station Road is so steep that a single horse could not
pull a laden coal cart up the hill. The enterprising farmer at Storrs Farm, part
way down, kept a trace horse which could be hired for twopence and
would find its own way back when unharnessed at the top of the road. The
station was well used by passengers, particulary those heading for Keighley.
Some Harecroft children travelled one stop to Cullingworth to go to school
there rather than walk the two miles into Wilsden.
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Your local Bowling Club based in Wilsden Park
needs new members and we welcome both
experienced players and complete beginners.
There are currently 30 members aged from 16 to
over 80’s. Between April and September we have 6
teams in various local leagues along with weekly
Royd House Bowling Club, Wilsden Park
social bowling. All teams have both men and
women players and with the exception of two
teams only open to the over 60’s membership is open to all. Teams play in
the afternoon on Mondays, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday and in the
evenings on Monday and Tuesday. Teams play in different league divisions
so there are spaces for both experienced players and novices.

Club membership entitles you to play on the green anytime that matches
are not being played and people are welcome to come along and have
a practise before they commit to joining the club. If you want to know
more and are interested in joining contact Cliff White on 01535 273587.
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Chairman’s message
Councillor Peter Allison
In March we welcomed Paul Howcroft as the
new councillor for Harecroft ward and you will
find more about him elsewhere in this Wilsdener.
As well as welcoming Paul I would like to thank
Christine Webster for the work she has put in over
the last three years and we are sorry that pressure
of work has meant that she had to resign as a
councillor.
As you will see on the next page, the Parish Council decided that we needed
increase our precept in order to maintain the services we offer to both
Wilsden and Harecroft. We have also started discussions with Bradford
Council to understand the implication for our residents of the cuts in services
they have decided to implement from April 2019. Probably the largest service
cut for our area is a 25% reduction in the money spent on street cleansing
such as collecting litter, emptying bins and street sweeping. Once we have
established in detail what these cuts could mean we will develop a fully
costed plan that will allow the parish council to replace and enhance the
service in this area. When we have an understanding of the implication this
could have for the precept from April 2019 we will consult widely to establish
whether people are willing to pay more to maintain an effective level of
street cleansing in our area.
Ensuring the long-term viability of Wilsden Village Hall is very important to the
Parish Council and Trevor Dufton and I are parish council representatives on
their management board. An important part of our activities has been to
identify funds that will allow the replacement of ageing infrastructure such as
the heating system. The residents of Wilsden worked hard to build the Village
Hall forty years ago and it is our responsibility to ensure it has a sustainable
future.
Things have been relatively quiet on the development of the Wilsden
Neighbourhood Plan in recent months but we are now in a position to move
forward. The reason for the slow progress is that we needed more information
from Bradford about how our Plan will interface with the Bradford Plan before
we can make a number of necessary updates to the last draft.
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Parish Council Precept from April 2018
At our Parish Council meeting in February we agreed a budget for the year
2018/19. It was decided that we will spend £57,027 of which £53,210 will be
raised through the precept, paid at the same time as your Council Tax. This
means that the average council tax payer will pay £29.72 per year, which is
an increase of £1.86 per year or 6.7%. In preparing this budget we aimed to
keep spending as low as possible, taking account of the areas where
residents have asked us to make improvements. We believe that a precept
costing 57p per week for the average house is good value for money for
Wilsden residents and even the most expensive houses will not have to spend
more than £1.15 per week.
The cost of running the council will remain the same as this year so all
increases in spending will be to deliver services to our residents. We expect
to spend a further £5,000 to finalise our Neighbourhood Plan. Virtually all
previous spending on the Neighbourhood Plan has been covered by grants
but we have now spent all the money available to us. Overall only 20% of the
cost of producing the Neighbourhood Plan will have come from the precept
when it is finalised.
As the grants that the parish council makes to community groups becomes
more well-known we are receiving an increasing number of requests for
funding and we have increased the money available here. We have also
increased our grants to Wilsden Village Hall and we will spend more on
managing the green spaces around both Wilsden and Harecroft. This will
include Wilsden Park and also other areas where we can improve the visual
appearance. A copy of the detailed budget is available on our website.
……………………………………………………………………………………………...

CAN YOU HELP WITH A FEW HOURS OF YOUR TIME?
The Volunteer Car Scheme offers lifts to people who do not have access to
their own transport to places such as the Medical Centre, Hospital Outpatients and the Village Hall. The scheme urgently needs more drivers as the
demand from users is growing faster than can be met by the present number
of drivers. Even if you only can spare a few hours a month this would be
extremely helpful. The users of the scheme refund the expenses of the drivers
at 45p per mile. While some of our volunteer drivers may do a number of trips
a week some can only do an occasional trip a month and we can readily
accommodate both. If you can help or want to know more about what is
involved please call either Margaret Harrison on 272305 or Peter Allison on
273403.
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